4B iR

<~ 5H#RA

. %‘%]‘E?Eiﬂ H/\]A[L\ .................................................................. 7%&?7&7]% fl&uﬂi 02
. !@%‘E:J?_j'ﬂ...........................................................................1:7,5—[]%:?@}2%i 07
. éEﬁ%EaCjiEj?% ........................................................................... Tl:tﬁ 09

o T TR JRUZEE] N veeveereeerennnnnnnnionsenneeseerreemmemmnaninsnnsnnes Btk g 12
o L R TR T - . = ke

. &B"]E%%ﬁ@lﬁ% ............................................................ Cathy Liu 16
* Love People, Love God — My First PBL Experience «--essee--- Alena Zhang 18
. %//Ixﬁgaﬂgli:':g%ﬁfa .................................... Ashley Cao, Grace Fang,
°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°° Rebecca Hu, Erin Li, Katherine Li,
°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°° Crystal Yeh, and Alena Zhang 20

Rz

o TARHTEFIE FLEE ceeeeeeremi s H 23
. Angelina Li E"]ﬁ,:ﬂa ...................................................... Angelina Li 24
. Fred Yi E@ﬁ;ﬂﬂ Fred Yi 25
. Angelina Wang E@ﬁ;ﬂi ................................................ Angelina Wang 25
. Carsten Liu E@ﬁ;ﬂi ...................................................... Carsten Liu 27
. Chinne Dai E{Jﬁgﬂi ......................................................... Chinne Dai 28
. Ethan Lam E{Jﬁgék ............................................................ Ethan Lam 30
. Grace Liu E{Jﬁgék ............................................................ Grace Liu 32
. lan Lam E/\J%EJ&E Tan Lam 34
. Raine Guidarelli E{Jﬁgék ....................................... Raine Guidarelli 35
. Ryan Zhou E{Jﬁgék ............................................................ Ryan Zhou 37
. Vincent Lau E{Jﬁgﬂi ...................................................... Vincent Lau 38
. T T R R LLRITRITRLTTPTRPEPPL 40



F= T AY IO

FAI Wm

EH<Em  REBRIFELE

mMFEEOEZERE [0 . XEYA
B, MRERZ (O] , BHiREFE
A57. Fa2Fasn0 ? O] X

MFHEERBEEN , BIERSFHER

—RAEBRARENER. O] FE
TRASRIRE. MRE, ANSAKRLE
B— MR ERIERE ? EES
REEN. B—1EURIUABEATE
TOREVE ? BRE XM, BE , JFAIR
FERIE MBI R |, BIREREEHXE

ERIP— BRI A RATG ? ZAART !

a2 , ARRESIRE— "8

FRIAHMER , Ll O] BREE
wWERN=F. BR[O L, TRER]

(soul ) #0 [ABE] (instinct) thE&E

HI , BE , BB O] B—RALE
ABRIM S, ILHBMNEKRTHARE

[ .
M "B RE ]
[0 FTERIARIZHAIXSEBER

ELEBREE, JFANEEHIHER

HMERSERIIE R H BREAIRIAL | st
EEEVEREEERNAONER. &
ERPHENEAMZRNNER. &
MBEABTF LA , B2

THEIEY , ATRSIRLSEERIREIE
Bt FRYRTR | BAIEWAAR . HAF
H— M aEE L —EREINRERE.
ERFA BRRET H SRR =S
B, UERS. FSER , B2
MNARELH (BXREFRANE) .
LA, SEREREIX E S EERY
FHx , EEXHRBHMERKNIB O
BRERGS. Bt , EHEXAMUER
HAIEEBH , EEREHABATRID
B, EHESHAERARMNIORE :

"BRNEXENR | BATERIIE
£, BIrERIG. BIRERITED
£ mEfTEXRLE. " B O] B2E
LAY, MFAIMS | EEXHRFA]
BOBIES.

FLE, FEAFRAXHTERY
[ERERE 2 D DERDRIMTS |, TAMX
REBEBHNFITAE. HST, BEMEIGT
RBEEENE T BWR  HMESD
ABEBXRBREERNRIZEE ? NIEER
EHITAE  XREAE— 1 AREER
MERADEOE. BRSBTS
HNAEHSINNEBRIEE (BIIEE
17:10 ) ., BAUL , BBFREELEE
A JEREINR LiEHEERER |, B
REARHGE RO, Rt RE

2



ZE—F . " (BAE\EE 2237)

EE , FEHHARNMIBETHERIA |
SRV BRIREM. ROIER |
fibRE/OELL [O) RIEICGEEHRIE

Al
M “RFR" RE [0

SHESMZNRERMSE T
CHI R , XEEMTAHAXRENE
RET , RARRBXRTREN. X5
BAFABAINEG D EBEOITAS
HAIRBRARER "5 TIRRIOE
TREANMMENSEL | 5HE
AR, FERIRZE. E90, BAIAMY
BEAFRIEIERIEAEE  BH—PHNE
StsEin , RIS EARANE |, F15
WEXMIE. BARAMIEEEIEENE
B9, FFEREMES | EEERNNREE
BEK , BREELSHZENXERS
HEEEHINIEZEFIEERBRY,

—ikin , SHIIXRDREY
2, 5. B0F. Mk, SHEMEM
HERAY. HAIBBENFERRIAEER
EEX—Y). AP SREREET ,
EHEMER , 8RR, AEICSEMT
TORIERTMAYSE L2 B ERIEEREA.
Ft , EFERNERAERRNDRT ki
BRanzeih , RAEMMIISE LEEEH
8, BESHRIA.

I ( Martin Lloyd-Jones )

WITELIREERAIER "SI B

"IEHRT OB &£ E ( dead
orthodoxy ) . ARTLASINHSEIFEH
REE, IBFH, ITHE  MSAERE
BEXERZBHTIR , HbliTaE, &
AHEIINRRIEFF T |, (BERRZAE
&, EUXE ( O ) mERR
EHARFIBEN , RIISESFPH
FULERRIERT , SEEIB |, UTibiiE,
BRENERT , BRISRZEIENZ
ElSHRIERE |, XA B89 E
MAMAEIRNIRSE |, FZRAINEFE.
BRI RS E S T ERs 8
MBREEXR,

M “Fge" RE [0

SBAES R, "BIRINER
fTE L, WRTEXRL" | BIHME
PO RIER, BREMLITHIER.
HAMTENARNBRIARN T HEERK
RIOE , BARIIMEXRNZHIIER.
BAENHINERRENIARNDER
@, FAIBaEEAN , EESERES,
AN, SBATEFITEAIRTIR | T
ML EHMEFFEHENOE  BEER—
w2, BEYORILFRABAINAEET |
SFUFIRZABRRIARGE—HE., MIXF
BXRE, O] JLURBEARARE,
HifE. BREEANELNY  EEEAN
—), (EABE "BR" iigE O] m
=fF. BILFR LSRR IERERFTAY



"EBE" BRTAEMRE FA .

HRPR OEEHMEML"
(5% 12:2) , /g "OF" 2#hF
SIS - = SR ARL) S
ENEEE  ARNEEFNNSZE
TEH, HeE "BRMAA #HHE
R. fi2, J=hiIsE=R. " BI1EH
L BRRIELIE ? 55—, FAAIHFN
1T BN HAHAERN—
BRI THIEN , U2 —EERE

TR, B, FMNERENET :

EA—IRETHE , FTLl, EESEX
tHFRIFEZIERER , AR OERY
BHE , FAISREREIEENMNE, $=
HAIRIBRER TR, SFRERI—]
BEER  FEHROERE , T
BRIERNAE. HRAY, 28
CHFEREIRNM  AMYERIBEST | &
RRAFANEE T EHSREMEER

FAE" LARBATIRBIES BRI N
HRIZFIRE, SFARIOE "BHm
T BT RRR AR AIKAIRHE |

~

~

MRYOHESR IR,

FILHE BiRp 2 AR O
AEMNDARNOE , UEBRROEER
HAIBANARBES R AL, EHARIER
o, FefiIJREB A LAY DR SRALIERD
[EIRIX B, #MSHIEHER] BEIRMAE!
XR. B, SRNESITEZNHS
REFAIBINERIRT R | FATRTRERITF
IRIRARE ; BfERETS , thREMER
CAREEZENH. BR , JFAIHEE
AR | FBRNEREHRREY &
Z, BE BN FERNEER
ZFLARA , BRFENEER. XEAF
SRIEFHRYSERD |

STANBFRITHAIRHR , KIA

[0 Fia. BNEZXEABECHIOHE

&, ARBRECHIO. FIFABRIME

TAFEHIOEMRE . FIAmEXR

REEI— , OFRITAEFEHEC

2. G O] kEEFTHERR
RgfE | IRFRUTRIS?

Intimacy with God with the Heart

Pastor Steven Lee

I often teach intimacy with God in the
church, which, naturally, involves the heart.
This is necessary, for if the heart is absent,
there is no intimacy to be spoken of. What is
this heart in intimacy with God? Its meaning

is obvious; the average person understands the
meaning of ‘“heart” even without further
explanation. “Heart” (not the physical organ
in a human body) is different from organs on
a physical body. If one asks, “what is the
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organ on a human body that receives sound
waves?” The answer is the “ears”; If one asks,
“what is the organ that has thinking as its
primary function?” the answer is the “brain”.
However, when we seek intimacy with God,
can we name the physical organ that we use
for this purpose? We do not have an answer,
but we still need to name an “organ” in order
to express our ideas, so “heart” is a word that
is often used in intimacy with God. There are
other words such as “soul” and “instinct”.
Since “heart” is a familiar concept, let’s use it
for our discussion here.

“Heart” as Sincere

One understanding of ‘“heart” is our
sincerity toward Jesus. When we praise Him,
our external expressions of praise arise from
our hearts of praise; therefore, our external
acts express the attitude of the heart. The
Pharisees in the Gospels are warnings for us.
They had many problems, although they
understood the OId Testament, when the
promised Messiah came, they failed to
recognize Him. Another problem is that
although they were able to fulfill the three
major acts of piety (giving, prayer, and
fasting), they were not sincere in these acts
(see Matthew chapter six). In contrast, when
Jesus taught the Lord’s Prayer in this context,
it is a prayer from our hearts. The Lord’s
Prayer is not only something that we need to
recite; moreover, it is to enter our hearts and
become our desire. Since the “heart” means
sincerity, we pray the Lord’s Prayer with
sincerity.

In our relationship with God, we are,
more or less, sincere; we do not simply do
things out of routine. Actually, it is not bad
when we can do things out of routine; for
example, how many of us can have quiet time
every day? Positively speaking, when a person
does things out of routine, this is a responsible
person and Jesus has taught us to become
responsible servants (Luke 17:10). Despite

this fact, Jesus’s desire is definitely not for us
to live a pious life only in terms of routines
that involve our external behaviors because
He said, “Love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind." (Matthew 22:37) For this reason,
one who is intimate with God is not only
someone that obeys His commands;
moreover, the motive and the goal of this
person is to love God. In other words, this
person sincerely seeks a life that is intimate
with God.

“Heart” as Relational

When Jesus teaches obedience in terms
of love, this has already entered into the level
of relationship because love involves
relationships. This is why our relationship
with God must go beyond routines and
responsibilities. The goal of our doing is not
simply to complete tasks; rather, everything
that we do has the goal of building a personal,
intimate relationship with God. For example,
not only should we read the Bible daily, we
should also have the goal of intimacy with
God, to hear God speaking to us, to converse
with God as we read God’s Word. Although
Bible reading has other goals such as learning
and the building up of knowledge, the
building of a relationship and intimacy with
God is the most necessary goal of Bible
reading.

Generally speaking, we build our
relationship with God through Bible reading,
prayers, worship, obedience, and service. We
need to measure all these things through the
perspective of intimacy with God. I have often
reminded the coworkers that, strictly
speaking, the goal of service is not to do
things, but to experience God’s presence and
works through the things that we do. As a
result, exhaustion is not the outcome of
service; rather, it’s the revival of our spiritual
life because we have experienced God and
been intimate with God through our service.



Martin Lloyd-Jones has reminded us of
the danger of dead orthodoxy. We can attend
worship services, sing hymns, listen to
sermons, and have fellowship with others, but
if they are done out of habits or routines,
although there is the external act of worship,
the vitality of inward spiritual life is absent.
However, when “relationship” or “heart” is
the starting point and the goal of worship, our
expectations for worship are to stand in God’s
presence, to meet with God, and to hear Him
speaking to us. From the different parts of a
worship  service, our experience is
surrounding God’s throne and offering Him
our praises. God, on the other hand, is present
in our midst and receiving our worship. May
our worship originate from our intimate
relationship with God.

“Heart” and Instinct

When we pray, “May your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven”, we are seeking,
receiving, and doing God’s will with open
hearts. We do not do things to satisfy our own
desires because it is God’s will that we seek
after. Although God’s will is sometimes
different from our desires, we willingly, even
joyfully, accept it. Not only that, the more
intimate we are with God, the more our desires
become God’s will to the extent that God’s
will and desires have almost become our
instinct, just as breathing is an instinct of the
human body. From this perspective, the
“heart” can be understood as the most basic
foundation to thinking, doing, and feelings
that controls the entire person, so that a person
may “naturally” function according to the
“heart”. It is almost the equivalent of “born-
again” and “new man” in the Bible.

When Paul said to “be transformed by the
renewing of your mind” (Romans 12:2), no
matter how we understand the word “mind”, it
is saying that our most basic components have
been renewed such that we may “test and
approve what God’s will is—his good,

pleasing and  perfect will.”  What
transformations do we undergo? First, we
have a different worldview. We see God’s
sovereignty from this world and everything
that is in it, which means that we see all things
as belonging to God. Second, we have
different values. Since everything belongs to
God, it is only when the world has returned to
God and is aligned with His desires that we
have found true values. Third, we have
different feelings. When all things, including
ourselves, are aligned with God’s desires, it is
only then that we attain joy and satisfaction.
We will grieve over our sins, not due to the
fear of punishment, but due to the failure to act
according to the new self and to properly
respond to God’s love and grace for us. As our
hearts continue to grow in this transformation,
our hearts are closer and closer to the heart of
God.

The goal of intimacy with God is to have
His desires as our own such that they become
our instinct. As we face any circumstance, we
can deal with and react naturally to it with
God’s desires. It may be difficult in the
beginning. For example, when we seek to
obey the teaching of the Bible of loving our
enemies, we may not be able to do it at first;
even if we can, we have to force ourselves to
do it and we do it reluctantly. However, the
more we are intimate with God, the more the
level of reluctance decreases to a point that it
is our instinct to love everyone including our
enemies. What a glorious life this is!

When we seek to be intimate with

God, it must begin with the “heart”. We need
to constantly pray for our hearts and examine
them. We are no longer satisfied with external
behaviors aligning with God’s desires; rather,
we seek consistency internally and externally,
and conformity of both the heart and
behaviors to God’s desires. If we measure our
intimacy with God with the “heart”, are you
intimate with God?
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Love People, Love God - My First PBL Experience

Alena Zhang

Our church has been participating
Philadelphia Brother Love (PBL), a one-
week long summer service camp in
Philadelphia, for three years. PBL serves the
community of Philadelphia by maintaining
the streets of the city and helping the
homeless and needy. The high school youth
that participated in the past always came
back with stronger faith and fond memories,
so I could hardly wait for my time to go.
Finally, in this past summer, I became a
rising high school freshman and 1 was
eligible to attend. You can imagine how
anxious and excited I was waiting for PBL
to begin.

At PBL, we started each day with
morning devotions to keep our spirit strong.
Afterwards we trekked to our destination to
work with various non-profit organizations.
At the end of the day, we sang hymns,
studied God’s word, and reflected our daily
activities and thoughts through prayers.

On Monday and Wednesday, we worked
with MANNA, an organization that
packages free and healthy meals and
delivers them to several counties in Philly
and NJ for people who lack nutrition due to
serious illness. In the kitchen, we formed an
assembly line to pack chicken burgers and
salmon cakes. After we bagged hundreds of
patties, each of us switched roles within our
group to change things up and add
efficiency. Although hours of standing up
and putting together burgers was tedious,
the ending was a sweet one. Rows upon
rows of food were packaged and organized

because of our hard work. By gritting our
teeth and continuing to work, at the end of
the day, we packed one thousand plus meals
that will be important nutrients for the
patients’ recovery.

On Monday and Tuesday, we went to the
Chinatown Center and weeded around the
trees along the street. This task, although
seemingly small, was very tiring. Clods of
dirt flew into the air as we vigorously pulled
out weeds. Cigarette butts, broken soda
bottles, food wrappers, etc. were also picked
up along the way. Bugs buzzed frantically
around us and our clothes were soaked with
sweat. Even though it was mercilessly hot,
we still forged on. Through three hours of
hard work, the dirt squares were grass and
trash free. Yes, pulling the weeds and
picking up trash were a small matter, but did
they neaten up a part of the city? Absolutely.
Through this experience, I became more
patient and appreciative for the daily work
others do to keep the community clean.

On Thursday, we served through
Whosoever Gospel Mission, a Christian
nonprofit organization, which took in 55
homeless men and provided work
experience and all their needs. There, we
sorted the donations of used clothing for
their thrift shop. Although the giant piles of
clothes and shoes seemed intimidating, we
steadily worked through all of the bags
assigned to us. Not only was volunteering
work about serving, it was also about the
experience. The people in my group added
laughter to the daunting tasks we had and we
encouraged one another to keep going.
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On Friday, we volunteered at Chosen300.
This organization served food to the
homeless and also provided them with
chapel and ministry services. Our group
mopped floors, sorted canned food, and
cleaned chairs for the organization’s facility.
After working steadily as a team, our group
of nine people finished our task half an hour
earlier.

Throughout these five days at PBL, none
of our daily tasks were easy. Although they
took a lot of physical strength, the end
results were completely worth it. Seeing an

overgrown area pruned carefully, stack upon
stack of packaged food going out to the
needy, and the service facility squeaky clean
is the best feeling in the world. Without
God’s love, I would have given up easily
from the harsh environment and tough tasks.
Each day I have to be filled with God’s love
first before serving others willingly in the
midst of heat, dirt and weariness. We didn’t
do those services for our own honor and
glory - we did it because we love people and
love God.

LOVING

oD
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e Let God's promises shine on your
problems.”

e “There is no pit so deep that God’s love
is not deeper still.”

e “Happiness isn’t something that depends
on our surroundings; it’s something we
make inside ourselves.”

e “Any concern too small to be turned into
a prayer is too small to be made into a
burden.”

e “Never be afraid to trust an unknown
future to a known God.”

HEF R F-EHR/R (#8iE : Dietrich
Bonhoeffer) 1906 —1945
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e If you board the wrong train, it is no use
running along the corridor in the other
direction.

e The ultimate test of a moral society is
the kind of world that it leaves to its
children.
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e We must learn to regard people less in
light of what they do or omit to do, and
more in the light of what they suffer.

e Action springs not from thought, but
from a readiness for responsibility.

e Only he who believes is obedient and
only he who is obedient believes.

e God's truth judges created things out of
love, and Satan's truth judges them out
of envy and hatred.

e To endure the cross is not tragedy; it is
the suffering which is the fruit of an
exclusive allegiance to Jesus Christ.

&2f (CS Lewis)1898—-1963
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Lewis’s faith

Over the course of Lewis’s life, he went
through many stages of faith. At a young age
(15), he stopped believing there was a God,
but through a friend, he was able to answer
his doubts and come to Christianity. Later, he
wrote book that alluded to Christianity and
brought many people to faith, including his
wife. C. S. Lewis’s journey of faith is
inspiring and teaches us to search for answers
to our doubts towards God.

BT #/K (Florence Nightingale)
1820-1910
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Nightingale’s Faith
e Baptized in the Church of England in
Florence
Regularly read and studied the Bible
Nightingale believed God created the
world and ran its laws
e She believed God wants us to act and
reflect God’s glory to the world by
making it better, rather than praise Him.
Life of prayer was required to support
active work.

MBEge. "% /K1l (Bethany
Hamilton) 1990-
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Hamilton Stayed Faithful

Even in the toughest situations, Bethany
Hamilton stayed faithful. During the shark
attack, she barely cried and was calm,
because she knew that God was in control and
she would be okay. Letting God guide

her allowed her to overcome what seemed
impossible. Despite the trauma of the
accident she returned to surfing. She never
gave up on what she was passionate about,
and was grateful that she could be accepted
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who she is and her faith in God. Bethany
believes that having good friends that
encourage you to stay truthful to God and not
pull you away from him is very important,
but you also have to shine the light as God’s
children to other non believers.

HEEH4L (World Vision) 1950-
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Helped 16 million total people during
natural disasters Brought clean water
t004,000,000 people Served 317
communities (15 graduated)

RFF42 (Paul Brand) 1914- 2003
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“I have sometimes wondered why Jesus so
frequently touched the people he healed,
many of whom must have been unattractive,
obviously diseased, unsanitary, smelly. With
his power, he easily could have waved a
magic wand. In fact, a wand would have
reached more people than a touch. He could
have divided the crowd into affinity groups
and organized his miracles--paralyzed people
over there, feverish people here, people with
leprosy there--raising his hands to heal each
group efficiently, en masse. But he chose not
to. Jesus' mission was not chiefly a crusade
against disease (if so, why did he leave so
many unhealed in the world and tell followers
to hush up details of healings?), but rather a
ministry to individual people, some of whom
happened to have a disease. He wanted those
people, one by one, to feel his love and
warmth and his full identification with them.
Jesus knew he could not readily demonstrate
love to a crowd, for love usually involves
touching.”

“Previously I had thought of pain as a
blemish of creation, God's one great mistake.
Tommy Lewis taught me otherwise. Seen
from his point of view, pain stands out as an
extraordinary feat of engineering valuable
beyond measure.”
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Baptism Testimony
Angelina Li

My name is Angelina Li, I am 13 years old,
and this is my testimony. When I was four
years old, my family and I started to attend
Ashland Church in Voorhees. My mom had
gone to church when she was younger, but
stopped when came to America. Our
neighbors had invited us to go, and we
decided to give it a try. During Sunday
Service at that church, the children stayed for
worship and praise, and when the time for
the message began, they were ushered out
into a room where they would do fun
activities. I used to always want to go there,
not because I was motivated to learn more
about God, but because I wanted to play with
my friends. I looked forward to eating snacks,
watching movies, playing games, singing
songs, and coloring. I didn’t pay much
attention when the teacher taught about the
Bible. The repetitive lessons bored me. It
was all about the fun and games, and this
continued on for about four more years.

However, in fifth grade, my parents told me
that we were going to attend to another
church, this church, nearby instead. We went
the next week, and liked it. We decided that
we wanted to attend this church more often,
and started to go almost every week. My
brothers and I began to go to youth group on
Fridays as well. Again, I only went because
of the games and to hang out with my friends.
It wasn’t until the middle of seventh grade
did, I really start to listen to the messages that
were taught. 1 realized that I didn’t truly
understand who God was at that time, and I
suddenly had the urge to want to learn more.
I started to pay more attention to the sermons

the pastors gave during youth group and
Sunday Service. I began to read the Bible
and pray more often. I remember the exact
moment during praise night at the QFL
retreat when [ was going through a rough
time in my life, when I realized that God was
always there, with us, protecting us. That
night was the night [ knew that I could count
on Him to always be there and listen to me
through anything.

As 1 went to more and more retreats and
opportunities that were offered to us such as
the youth retreat at Refreshing Mountain,
Quest for Life, and VBS, my faith started to
grow. My family and friends encouraged me,
offered continuous support, and reminded
me of God’s plan and that God is always in
control no matter what. Through all of this, |
learned about what it truly meant to have a
personal walk with God. I have now decided
that I want to take the next step and accept
Christ and let Him take control of my life. |
want to always remember to Trust in Him
and remember His plan whenever and
wherever [ am. [ will try to set aside a quiet
time with God to study His word, pray daily,
and be thankful for everything that I have
been blessed with. Ever since I made the
choice to receive him and grow in my faith,
I have found a new purpose to life. To love
as He loved. To forgive as He does. To obey
Him. I know that I am and always will be a
sinner, that I will always mess up again and
again, but I know that Jesus is my Lord and
Savior. He died on the cross for our sins, and
through God’s grace I have been saved.
Thank you for listening.
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Baptism Testimony
Fred Yi

Hello, my name if Fred Yi and I am currently
17 years old. When I was raised my parents
never really talked about religion. They didn’t
send me to a church or went to church
themselves either. It was like this until around
4th grade where my good friend Richard
invited me to come to church with him. I went
having many questions as to what exactly
church was, and what people did there. I was
at first really confused by what they were
learning about and these things they talked
about. For the next year, [ went to church but
only went to hang out with friends and have
fun and did not feel like learning about the

lord. I then stopped going to church around
middle school and was on and off with it for
several years. Then one day, I heard about a
retreat called Quest For Life. I was not so sure
what this was but I was excited to go as a lot

of my friends were. When I went to the retreat,

something clicked in me and I felt as if God
called me to go to quest in order to gain faith.
I wanted to learn more about him after the
retreat was over. | then started to go to church
again more often as well as starting to actually
go not to hang out with friends, but to learn
about God.

Baptism Testimony
Angelina Wang

When 1 first moved to Cherry Hill in 3rd
grade, I came to this church. I didn’t really
know why I was here or what this place even
was. The first person I met here was Grace
Liu. I remember how welcoming she was
and how kind she was to be with me through
the day. However, after 2 weeks I stopped
going to church for the next 2 years.

In 5th grade, my dad wanted to come to
church, and so I decided to come with him.
Again, it was on and off. When I heard that
the 5th graders were moving up to Youth
group I thought it would be fun, so I started
to come more often because of that. There, I
met so many new people that I could call my
friends today, but I was never able to focus
on anything about God. I would sit in service
and Sunday school and just think about my

life outside of church. I was in the deepest
Valleys of my life and I didn’t even realize
at that time. I wasn’t listening to anything
that was being spoken. I read words on a
screen but never meant any of them. I didn’t
pray or read the Bible.

The event that woke me up inside and
decided I wanted to get baptized was GJam
2018. Again, I didn’t know what to expect at
first. But that night [ felt something.
Something that I had never experienced
before. I could feel the holy spirit come into
the congregation. I could fill its presence into
every single one of our bodies. I started to
sing loudly, not giving a care in the world.
Usually, I always had a hard time focusing
during worship and the songs to me were just
words that don’t mean much. However,
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during that night it all changed. I finally
could focus, and began to understand the
reason why everyone was there and the
purpose. I also began to gain a deeper
meaning of God. The words on the screen
became deeper, and I wasn’t just singing, I
was praising. Everyone always talks about
their one on one time with God. I never
understood it before, but at that moment I
realized that that time of worship was my one
on one. During that moment, I felt like it was
just God and me, alone and without any sort
of distraction. Then I started to get out of this
mindset of “I’m just in church” and began to
really try to understand the things that were
discussed in church. I started to pay more
attention during service and Sunday school.

The last thing that I experienced that pushed
me to baptism was VBS. Although it was
only for a week, I got to see that VBS wasn’t
just “watching kids” but this was me serving
for God. I realized that we are planting the
seeds of God in them. Seeing the kids so
happy and learning about God was just such
an amazing thing. I saw many differences in
the kids from the first day of VBS to the last.
I can recall that many kids were very shy on
the first day, and they didn’t want to be there.
However, something happened and they
became happier as the days and weeks had
gone by. It was eye-opening for me to
witness the little things that God was
working in them, like their changes and
attitudes. Even just getting them to talk was
amazing. Seeing them so happy and so full
of joy, I could see that the seed of God be
planted and growing.

I don’t think I have a drastic change. I started
coming to church on my own will. I started
to pray more not only for tests or desires but
also to give grace and thanks for everything.

Also, 1 started to pray for and with my
friends during lunch at school. It was
surprising at first because they’re all atheists.
I prayed for their grades and loved ones.
Seeing them willing to pray with me shows
the Holy Spirit working in them. Till this day
we pray every day. Finally, the Holy Spirit is
working in me to share the gospel. Today I
am able to pray for my friends and explain
the word. As well as who God is. 1 don’t
really know what’s to come for me after
Baptism and committing myself to Christ. I
believe that in the future even if ’'m in my
valleys I’ll be called back to God. Instead of
jumping to conclusions of situations and
people, I'll see that they’re a child of God
going through trouble and hardship. Instead
of turning my back to God when times get
rough, I’ll turn toward him and pray. I'll
begin to pray for everyone when I see them
going through a hard time. I think that’s what
I expect to occur after this. Although I still
have doubts about everything and have
trouble with understanding a lot of things,
understand that even though I still sin I'm
loved regardless. Understanding I am
allowed to have doubts. Sometimes doubting
my identity and who I am as a person. I doubt
my faith in Christ and just ask the question
“Why?” a lot. Even though those things will
still happen to me, I know that God will call
me back. It might take time but all I have to
do is be patient and wait. I’ve been writing
this whole testimony on the bus. I realize
now what it means. It represents all the
distractions in life. The people. The loud
noises. And the bumps in the road. However,
with God, he calmed my heart and put my
mind in rest to focus solely on him. In a
circumstance when I'm crowded with
distractions, I have to let God take control of
my life and turn to him for he will know what
to do.
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Baptism Testimony

Carsten Liu

Hi, my name is Carsten Liu, [ am 13 years
old and have lived in Moorestown for around
one and a half years. Being born into a
Christian family, I was always familiar with
daily prayer several times each day, basic
Bible knowledge, and weekly attendance to
church, but I always just saw these things as
chores and church as a meeting place for
friends. For the first part of my life, I didn’t
realize the actual importance of our religion,
as | had always seen it as unnecessary and
just something that took up a lot of my
weekends. In addition to church, we had a
Friday program called Awana. During this
program, we learned Bible lessons and
memorized verses. However, instead of
actually focusing on the messages, I just
wanted to memorize the most verses and be
the top of the class. But a few years before
we moved, I decided that I should become
more focused in church and actually take in
the information and messages that they were
teaching us, so that I would enjoy going to
church more. By doing this, I was motivated
to actually pay greater attention in church.
As a result, I started participating a lot more
in Sunday school by answering questions
and being involved with the lessons, which
helped expand my knowledge of the Bible. I
also began to help set up the projector and
sound system for the Cantonese
congregation. My relationship with God
gradually grew and became more personal.
After this, everything seemed to go quite
smoothly. Then sixth grade came around,
and thanks to God it wasn’t very difficult for
me to settle in middle school, I formed new
friendships with people from other
elementary schools in my town and I had
pretty good grades. However, near the end of
the school year my sister told me that we
were moving to another state in the middle

of spring. At first, I thought that she wasn’t
serious since this seemed like the type of
stuff that would only happen in movies, but
later when my parents confirmed this, I was
very disappointed. Soon later, I felt as if life
was never the same, my grades declined, I
didn’t talk to some of my friends as much,
and I started to drift farther away from God,
this trend continued for a while. Finally, in
the summer of 2017, we began our move, I
was a bit excited but mostly nervous. For the
first week here, it was difficult trying to
settle in. I was much more socially awkward
and I didn’t want to talk to anyone. I was mad
at my parents for moving and already hated
New Jersey. But fortunately, this actually
helped connected me to God more, as I
started to pray to God for help and guidance.
Then my prayers were answered, I gradually
started to make friends and I eventually
started to settle in. Then over a holiday break,
we visited West Hartford. Of course, I was
very glad to finally be back in my hometown,
and I had a good time hanging out with my
friends. However, after returning back to
Moorestown, I was very sad and missed
West Hartford greatly. I eventually got over
it but I still do feel an aching feeling which |
can’t quite describe. We also looked at two
churches, this church and a church in
Philadelphia, but we decided on this one
because there was more youth, so I’'m pretty
happy about that decision. Even though my
relationship with God was improving, for
quite a while I didn’t choose to socialize with
anyone in church, I still didn’t like the
church since I was too sad about moving
away from our old church in Connecticut.
Once the first year of school ended, over
summer with some of my old church friends
I attended RBGY Camp, a one week long
Christian sleepaway camp. At first, I didn’t
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want to go because of my unsteady
relationship with God at the time and my
dislike of sleepaway camps, but after my
friends kept insisting on me joining them, I
decided that it was right for me to go. During
the camp, we played team games and had
outdoor activities, while also having church
services and bible study classes, which
familiarized me with God again and taught
me how important he was in my life. After,
attending the camp, I felt closer to God and |
wasn’t angry at him anymore. I was
reminded that instead of pushing God away
in difficult situations, I should be asking for
help from him and think of every challenging
situation as his way of guiding me down the
right path. Now I feel a lot more comfortable

in Moorestown, I have made a lot of new
friendships and I have gotten over the fact
that we have moved. I also try to listen to my
parents a lot more and I don’t get as easily
frustrated anymore. Thank you for listening
to my testimony.

.CONNECT

WITH

Baptism Testimony
Chinne Dai

If you’re in a hurry, you may not worry about
leaving the house wearing a stained shirt or
mismatched socks, without brushing your
hair or putting on makeup. But what if other
people could see beyond your physical
appearance and look at your insecurities,
pride, shame, or malicious thoughts?

Those are the kinds of things our society
urges you to cover up. After a while, you
create masks to hide your true thoughts and
feelings and present an image you hope will
prove your worth. The longer you wear your
masks, the more comfortable they feel. “And
no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself
as an angel of light.” (Second Corinthians
chapter 11 verse 14) But you can’t enjoy
healthy relationships unless you remove the
masks and show others who you really are.
My name is Chinne Dai and I will be sharing

my testimony with all of you.

I’ve been a Christian for my entire life. I
knew there was a God, and I knew there was
a heaven. I knew we had to pray before we
eat, and I knew all the cool stories. But I
didn’t really think much about it. I believed
it, sure, except I wasn’t sure why I was even
doing this stuff.

It all started in the school year of 2014 to
2015. It was my first year of fifth grade and
I’m in a new school, new environment. Fast
forward a couple of months, I’'m made some
nice friends and had a little group. At least I
thought they were nice. Now that I think
back on it, they weren’t the nicest friends out
there. They would always point out all my
flaws and make me feel uncomfortable.
Because of this, I tried so hard to “fit in” with
my so-called friend group that I even sinned
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on purpose. I couldn’t be myself all day. In
fact, I got lost with trying to fit in with my
surroundings and I didn’t know who I was
anymore. I kept on changing until the point |
acted exactly like everyone in the group. |
laughed at the same thing they laughed at, |
said the same things they said, I would also
try to get the same exact clothes they had.
Church resulted in being the only place
where I could truly be myself.

Then, the summer of 2014. The head pastor
suggested that we should go to a stay away
camping trip. On a placid lake in upstate
New York, was Pilgrim Camp. Miles from
civilization, and away from my distracting
friends. Everyone there was a strong believer
in Christ. Two weeks seems like a short
period of time, but those two weeks have
changed my life.

Every day, we would go learn about the bible.

It was there where I learned about taking my
mask off. Everyone, including me, was in
tears because of the touching lessons that
Sister Caroline had just taught. It touched me
so much, I even felt the presence of our
Savior with us. Sister Caroline had revealed
that masks keep some of your aspects from
God. I left the main cabin, in awe of what just
happened. It was only a few minutes later
when [ noticed this was meant to be. Jesus
brought me here for a reason. So, day after
day, I started noticing that being myself,
would make my life generally more relaxed.

When school began the next year, I realized

that I should forgive all of my friends. They
are kids after all. They didn’t mean to hurt
me. Even when they said some mean things,
I still need to forgive and still love them. This
is what God commands us to. So, every day,
bit by bit, I began to forgive all of my friends,
take off my mask, and become so much
closer to God. I still know that right now, I’'m
still flawed with my identity issue. But |
know that God is standing right beside me,
helping me through it.

Everybody is not perfect. That’s just the way
we are, we’re all sinners. Just remember that
our Lord, our Savior - Jesus Christ - is
always with you and he will protect you. Just
like he protected me, from becoming too
stressed out about putting a mask on. He
helped me learn how to take it off instead.
Thank you, Sister Caroline. Thank you, God.
And of course, Thank you, everybody, here
at church. I also have to thank my friends, at
school, not only have they made me become
stronger but has strengthened my
relationship with God too.

Somedays I think to myself, why did I even
put on a mask on the first place? Well, the
answer came when I was writing this:
wearing a mask protects me from emotional
vulnerability. I feared that if I stand tall and
exposed, I'll be "weak" in some way. But
when you wear a mask you stand in
resistance to your true life and end up
attracting realities that conflict with who you
really are.

This is my testimony, thank you for listening.
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Baptism Testimony

Ethan Lam

Hello! My name is Ethan Lam and this is my
testimony. [ first started going to church
when [ was about 6 years old. Even though I
had attended the children's ministry, I did not
enjoy going to church. I felt that it was just
another activity that my grandparents and
parents made me go to. Eventually, my
weekends filled up with other activities and
I did not go to church as often as I have
before. I had attended a few Sunday services
here and there, but I felt the messages were
boring and did not think too deeply of them.

When [ was 11, I had received my first phone
on the condition that I would start going to
church. When I started attending Sunday
service again, I felt like an outsider and I
knew nobody in the church. After a couple
months of going to church, I had stopped
attending the Sunday service. However, |
had experienced an awakening when I was
discussing the purpose of going to church
with some friends of mine. I said that it was
to make friends and hang out with them.
After I said that, 3 of my friends immediately
corrected me and had said that the purpose of
going to church was to worship and learn
about God and that making friends was
another benefit. I believe that if I never met
these three, I would not be standing here
today. After this conversation, I began to
view church more seriously and developed
an urge to begin establishing my faith. I felt
that those words were not the words of my
friends, but the words of God spoken through
my friends.

Although this event had sparked up my
interest to know Christ, there had been two
events that motivated me to get baptized at
this point in my life. The first event had been
at Quest for Life. During Quest for Life, |

learned about the love that God has for every
single individual, and how we can and
should rely on him for everything. It was
there that I first learned how to pray.
Although I had heard others pray in Sunday
service and Sunday school, I never knew
how to pray for myself and had never prayed
deeply to God. It was at Quest For Life that
I first spoke with God. On the last night, we
worshiped together after people shared their

testimonies of how they came to know Christ.

I felt the Holy Spirit come inside of me when
we sang those praise songs to God, and
seeing how those around me poured out their
soul when worshipping God. I became
extremely motivated and passionate for God.
Not only did I have an urge to learn more
about God, but I also had an urge to love the
Lord and just appreciate everything that he
has done for me. The second event occurred
at a Christian summer camp called Pilgrim
Camp. Even though the messages were
powerful and extremely meaningful, the
most influential part for me had been
campfire night when my group sat around a
fire and talked about our faith and God. At
that campfire, my friend Francisco Ramone
shared his testimony. His testimony had been
about the demons in his lives that had
continued to harass his family. After we put
out the campfire, my cabin was extremely
terrified after we heard his testimony. The
fact that the camp was located in the middle
of the woods in the dark only added to our
fear. That night we prayed for peace and
protection from literal demons that could
have harmed us during the night, and I had
learned yet another valuable lesson in my
faith. If you truly love and believe in Jesus,
he will protect you from all the demons—
literally and figuratively.
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An important verse from the Bible which
stills gives me hope whenever I look back to
these stories is Deuteronomy 31:8 “He will
never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be
afraid; do not be discouraged.” This verse
has helped me keep my head high in my faith
towards the Lord, who provides nourishment
for all of his children. I see God as my father
that I can go to for guidance and love. His
infinite love has lifted me from the depths of
despair into his holy kingdom. A moment of
despair had been one night, about a month
ago, when [ was facing extreme pressure due
to the high amount of homework assigned
and many upcoming tests. On top of this, |
had also worked very late the previous night,
and | was extremely tired and felt sick the
entire day. Then, out of nowhere I had begun
to cry. I could not stop despite the
multitudinous things I had tried on my own.
I sat on my bed feeling powerless and weak.
After a while of trying to deal with my
problems on my own, I prayed to God to heal
my sickness and give me strength and
endurance to finish all my homework and
study for all my tests. That night had turned
into one of the most productive nights in my
life. My sickness had been completely
healed. My homework and studying had
been completed, and I still had the time and
energy to write this testimony. In fact, I had
felt re-energized and more alive than I have
ever felt. That night, I prayed once more
before going to bed, giving thanks to my
Father in Heaven. That night was the night
which truly made me turn to Christ for I had
first handedly experienced the miracles God
can perform.

I have now proclaimed that Jesus Christ is
my savior. For I have committed my life to
follow his teachings. I am excited to see what
my future holds for me as a follower of
Christ. My transition to Christ had been from

a kid, obsessed with the world and its sins, to
a young man, who has learned to have a
childlike dependence upon our heavenly
father. After my awakening, I have taken the
time to speak to individuals in my life about
God and the miracles that he can perform.
How as a loving Father, he provides for his
children. How he is forgiving and will
welcome anyone who truly believes and
loves him into his holy kingdom. Not only
do I have an urge to share the gospel, but |
also feel the urge of self-improvement for
God. I have made it a daily routine to make
time for praying to God and spending time
with him, just as a friend would do. However,
I could not have made it to this stage of my
life without my family. I would like to thank
my family; this includes both my family by
blood and my family by faith.

Thank you to my family by blood, for
supporting and encouraging me throughout
my wavering journey in coming to know
God. Thank you to my family by faith, for
teaching and leading me toward Christ.
Lastly, and most importantly, 1 thank the
Lord for introducing all these absolutely
amazing people into my life, I thank the Lord
for accepting me into his family of beautiful
believers, and I thank the Lord for leaving
the ninety-nine to save the one wandering
soul.

Thank You
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Baptism Testimony

Grace Liu

Hello, my name is Grace Liu and this is my
testimony. I am currently 13 years old and I
am in eighth grade. I was born into a
Christian family and I have three older
sisters. As the youngest, I was very spoiled
and always being taken care of, which made
me a really immature child (so I apologize to
my sisters who had to put up with me).
Therefore, 1 never really took the time to
learn what was important because I lived in
a world where everything was done for me.
After my two oldest sisters left for college,
many things changed so I had to learn to take
care of myself and grow up. With this in
mind, my behavior at home affected my
place in church. In the past, I’ve never really
thought of church as someplace special.
Growing up in a church community helped
introduce me to God, but after years of
attending church, it became an ordinary
routine just like school and other activities.
And so, for a long time, church became a
place I go to see my friends and because my
parents go there, I had no choice. Then, in
the sixth grade, I entered youth group. Youth
group was a big transition. From children’s
ministry to a bigger community was so
overwhelming I couldn’t tell if I was excited
or intimidated. I thought, “Okay, this is
where it gets serious so | have to try my best
not make a fool of myself.” This was a
horrible concept I had in mind and therefore
I was trying to become someone [ was not.
Looking back at this, I realized even after
leaving the children ministry and entering
into a much more serious community, [ was
still blind to who Christ really was. I
remember at the end of my sixth-grade year,
I became so lost of this approach of who God
is and what He meant to me. I was like this
for about a year and I had enough of it. Then

this one particular night made me feel empty
and lost. I was so stressed from school and
personal problems that I started to break
down because I felt so burdened and tired.
For the first time, I cried with confusion and
actually took the time to talk with God. This
was my real first connection I’ve
encountered with Christ and it felt as if the
Holy Spirit inside me suddenly triggered. It
was a difficult feeling to explain at first and
it still is but this was definitely a life
changing moment. Then, there was QFL 17.
The Quest for Life I attended this past year
was one of the main reasons I decided to
commit my life to Christ. It was especially
this year because of the messages made by
our invited pastor and the late Sunday night
where everyone was just pouring their hearts
out to God. Forgetting about the people
around me or how they would think of me,
that night, I let everything out. The pastor
told us to pray aloud and I had no shame in
doing so whereas if [ was attending a normal
youth group night, I could barely volunteer
to open or close prayer. This something I’'m
still struggling with now, but with the
constant memory of the brokenness around
me, that night sets as a reminder on how
much I’ve changed and that I should not feel
shame in what I believe and feel. In Romans
1:16 it says, “For I am not ashamed of the
gospel, because it is the power of God that
brings salvation to everyone who believes.”
Throughout this long time period of me
waiting for an open baptism classes, I was
happy with myself and I was willing to learn
about the gospel. But I would be lying if |
said that there weren’t any bumps along my
journey. I’ve had to focus on school and go
through a lot of family issues where
sometimes | just wanted to push God away.
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It’s ironic because when you’re on a spiritual
high, it seems as if nothing in the world could
separate you from God, yet when you wait
for a period of time and add some
distractions, you could see how such a holy
and committed person can turn away and
become distracted from God. Now, not
everybody may relate to this, but this was
definitely something that happened to me
and it’s incredible that God is willing to
forgive us every single time. Now, my
spiritual level and understanding of the true
word of God has definitely changed, but that
doesn’t mean I know everything just yet. My

EVERY DAY

journey with God has just begun, and that’s
when I have committed my life to Him and
stand as a witness for Christ. I still struggle
and I still sin and drift away from God, but
being able to talk with the youth leaders and
read the Word reassured me that I'm going
to be okay. The Lord has changed me and
I’ve never felt more loved and protected by
Him. He tells me that I am not alone and that
he is the light of the world. With him, all
things are possible. “I can do all things
through Christ who gives me strength.” -
Philippians 4:13. Thank you for listening to
my testimony.
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Baptism Testimony

[an Lam

My name is lan Lam and I was born on
October 2nd, 2006. I've been at this church
for 2 to 3 years and I want to get closer to
god. For about all my life until the age of 9,
I have been an atheist and never cared about
god. When I was younger, the only reason |
went to church was because my brother
dragged me into it. The reason I didn’t go
was because I thought it was boring and

pointless and I thought I would never change.

When people asked If [ was Christian, I said
yes even though I was lying to them and
myself. At school, I thought that the rules of
Christianity didn’t apply and cursed a lot.
Then when my brother started going to youth
on Friday, he dragged me into it. After going
for a while, it became a habit and I started
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enjoying church and Friday youth. I started
understanding the messages and took them to
heart. When my brother started going on
retreats, I never went and always stayed
home, when he came home, he would tell me
how awesome it was and that I was missing
out on a lot of things. Then, fast forward to
2019, when I heard about DVIYR, I decided
to go and to have the experience just to see
what it was like and hangout with some
friends. After going to DVIYR, I felt a
connection to god. I felt that I wanted to get
closer to god, and to take my faith to the next
level and overall, wanted to be a better
Christian. A couple weeks later, I was losing
that kind of connection that I really wanted
and started turning back into my old self the
one who cursed a lot and didn’t think about
god. I really didn’t want to go back to my old
self. I didn’t know a solution to my problem
of changing back to my old self until I found
baptism class. When I attended baptism class,
I didn’t think I was ready and only went to
try it out, and see what it was like. Then, after
going to a few lessons on Sunday, I finally
realized that I truly wanted to grow closer to
God and have a better connection with him.
I now accept Christ as my personal savior,
and believe Jesus died at the cross for my
sins. I want to change to get closer to god. A
change I started to make was starting to pray
more often and include god in my decisions.
I’'m looking forward to making my faith in
god better and improving my faith in
Christianity. I’m starting to pray more and
listen more to the bible. Thank you for
listening to my testimony.
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Baptism Testimony

Raine Guidarelli

Hi. My name is Raine Guidarelli. I grew up
in a passionate Christian family. My mom
and dad are both strong believers. I sort of
just figured that all this church stuff was for
everybody else. I remember a long time ago,
we would have a bible reading every day at
night. I read the stories and prayed, but I just
pictured it as another one of my fictional
books that I’d read. Like, a guy builds a boat
and puts some animals on it. And then, it
rains a lot. Woooo... I would go to church
every Sunday but just drew on the little
lesson papers. 1 still looked forward to
church every week. It was a time to play
zombie tag with my friends. I just didn’t
think God was real. While 1 was in
elementary school, I completely ignored
God. 1 did whatever 1 felt like. The next
summer, my parents send me to a place in
New York called Pilgrim Camp. It’s like a
Christian summer camp out in the woods,
completely separated from the distractions of
the outside word. It was great, we played
basketball, swam, and had a lot of fun. One
day, walking back to camp from where we
had lunch, Brother George (the head
counselor) asked me when did I come to
accept God. I was speechless. I had no idea
what to say. One night, we had a prayer
meeting. It started with the one counselor
praying out loud, and when he was finished,
he told us that anyone else could start
praying too. One kid, who was mean to
everybody in the cabin, prays for his grandpa,
who is sick and might die. The next kid prays
for the first kid, and then all of a sudden,
every kid in there is waiting for his turn to
pray. The feeling I had when I got my turn
was amazing, talking to God out loud,
without worrying about the kid next to you
judging you. In that moment, I actually felt
that God was real. Somewhere up there,

watching over me. Despite that being a great
experience, when I went back home, to
middle school, it was like Pilgrim Camp
never happened. In middle school, I had a lot
of friends. The sad thing was that some of
them were really bad. They cursed a lot and
sometimes got you into it. It was worse than
elementary school. I never felt so far away
from God. When I went to church, a little
part of me might’ve wanted to be redeemed,
but I was just so distant. Then it was time to
go to Quest for Life. I’ve been to Quest
before, but never with the older kids. It was
a little new to me. They encouraged us to
worship with our hands up. Most people
didn’t. One night, it was more serious than
usual. They had people give their testimonies
and asked some people if they wanted to give
theirs. Then, they got their instruments and
started singing. One of the song’s verses
really stood out to me: “Oh the
overwhelming, never-ending, reckless love
of God Oh, it chases me down, fights till I’'m
found, leaves the ninety-nine. I couldn’t earn
it, and I don’t deserve it Still You gave
Yourself away”

I never really understood Jesus dying for me,
but the pastor said something that really
spoke to me. He said,” Look at yourself, all
that sin that you have done, all of it, and all
of the sin that you will do. Jesus knew you
were going to do that, yet he still died for
you.” In that moment, worshipping God, I
raised my hands. So did a lot of people in the
room. The pastor asked if anyone in the room
wanted to accept Jesus Christ as their savior.
I stood up and the counselor and some kids
prayed for us. I cried. That night, I felt filled.
Like for once in my life, I was complete.
Now, in seventh grade, I went through
another Pilgrim Camp over the summer that
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really help strengthen my faith for the school
year. [ now read the Bible at least once a day
and try to make my prayers like talking to
God, not just repeating the same thing over
and over again. School is still hard. I am
surrounded by temptations continuously, but
I’m reminded by 1 Corinthians 10:13,” God
is faithful; he will not let you be tempted
beyond what you can bear. But when you are
tempted, he will also provide a way out so
that you can endure it.” Now, when I look at
places that normally are full of sins: The
locker room, the hallways, the bus, I don’t
just see sin, but I see a Father in heaven,
looking out for me and loving me.

Thank you for your time.
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Baptism Testimony
Ryan Zhou

My name is Ryan Zhou, I am 13 years old
and this is my testimony. When [ was
younger, I went to China for the first 5 years
of my life after I was born in America, and
what [ heard from my grandma was I went to
church, but I don’t remember it because I
was so young. When I came back to America
all I did was pray with my grandma because
there was no church in the area. Every time [
prayed; I had no idea who I was talking to. It
all changed when I moved to Voorhees and |
started attending church, and at first, |
thought of church as something boring I had
to go to. Eventually I started to enjoy church,
but I still didn’t really care that Jesus Christ
died for our sins and he rose again and that
he is the savior. I liked it only because of my
friends. Then something bad happened to me
6th grade, my grandpa got sick and he went
to the hospital. I started to pray that my
grandpa would get better and soon enough he
was able to come home and start gaining
strength to walk. At that moment in time |
realized that God listens to my prayers. I had
to go through the worst time of my life which
was when my grandpa died and I felt really

sad and also, I felt guilt too. I felt like I didn’t
listen or talk to him that much. I hated myself
for next week, but God comforted me and
my grandma as well. She was the most
devastated because she cried every day, but |
know God was helping her through it.
Eventually she didn’t cry every day, but she
is still really sad. As I learned more about
Christ, I saw how much I sin against him and
I started to pray about it. Also, before this in
Sth grade I was bullied verbally by people in
school and I felt no worth, but God showed
me that he cares about me because of what
he did on the cross. After praying and
repenting the next couple weeks I stopped
some of my bad habits. I now rarely curse
and right now I am starting to listen to my
parents more. I also gained good habits such
as reading the Bible more often. This is when
I started to give my life to Jesus Christ. |
knew that he was the one who changed my
life. I know that without him I would dead in
my sin. Right now, in my life, I am still
learning, and God is still changing me to
become a better person and to spread his
message. Thank you for listening.
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Baptism Testimony

Vincent Lau

My name is Vincent Lau. [ am 15 years old
and I was born into a Christian family and
attended this church all of my life. Ever since
children’s ministry I had the knowledge to be
what is thought as a good Christian, but one
of the biggest problems I had during
children's ministry was two ideas that were
just floating around in my head. One of them
was why does humanity suffer, but I was
around 6 years old and I was probably
thinking of myself. So, it would be more like
why do I suffer. And when you are 6 you
think that getting a bad grade is suffering.
Another concept | had in my mind was fate
is already chosen by God. In other words,
God has a plan for you and you can’t change
God's plan, therefore you cannot change
your actions and your sins. The problems
with thinking this are I often saw no reason
to try to do my best in doing what is right and
wrong. I thought that God plans me to be in

heaven, so I will be in heaven no matter what.

I also thought at this time if you failed a test
God planned for you to fail that test. These
ideas made me drift away from God. Mostly
because then I thought about God’s plan the
more certain [ was that I would be Christian
no matter what I did. 1 started to be more
arrogant, more ignorant, and I started caring
less. I led this type of lifestyle until about
youth group. This was a big transition
because it's also the transition to middle
school. Unlike most others, I don’t get
nervous over the first day of school so I
didn't feel nervous on the first day of youth
group either. Youth group really changed my
perspective. I am still unsure of what
changed my perspective, but I saw God more
like a loving than God than before. During
youth group is also the time retreats open up.
I attended retreats because people said it was
fun and a good experience. With my new

mindset, | attended my first retreat and it put
me on what I thought was a spiritual high. I
understood the want for a relationship. I
finally understood how it felt to be truly
worshiping God. Later that year I attended
quest for life. Quest for life in elementary
school students is very different from the
quest program designed for middle schoolers
and high schoolers. There I felt again a
passion for God and the pastor made me my
commitment to God just like he did for
everyone. I came out of quest with an
entirely new mindset where I felt [ was living
for God. But after a week or two, I fell back
to my own original ways. This process of
going to retreats and falling back to old
routines happened for until eighth grade.
That is when I suddenly randomly was
moved by a pastor during an ordinary church
service. I made myself a commitment to
Christ and 1 followed through my
commitment because I felt more attached to
it being my own commitment. The
commitment [ made last to my current state.
One of the events that helped me stay
attached to my commitment was Pilgrim
Camp. In a place of isolation with God, I was
inspired to build the best relationship with
God and push through the hard times I knew
that was going to come. I knew there was
going to be hills and valleys and now I know
that even if [ am in a valley God is with me.
After that experience I still and a sinner and
I have to realize how useless I am without
God. Every day I try to remember to devote
time to for a time to study God’s word. [ need
to be constantly reminded to let God take
over my life and that I am clueless. As I go
through high school’s constant stress, I know
that God is walking with me every step of the
way. Thank You for listening to my
testimony.
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