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The Vision of Our Church

Pastor Steven Lee

"What is the vision and mission of our
church?"

This is a very good question and it is
something that every church needs to think
about. If we want to answer this question, we
must first explore the nature and purpose of
the church, because only by knowing what a
church is can we answer what the church
should do.

The Nature of The Church: The Church Is
An "Organism"*

The nature of the church is a loaded question,
but we can focus our discussion on this
question: "Is the church an organization or an
organism?"

The typical answer given by ecclesiology in
systematic theology is: "It is both."

There is no doubt that the church is an
organization because it is composed of people.
In the Old Testament, when the Israelites left
Egypt, although they were like a group of
refugees, they still needed to be organized.
Therefore, Moses’ father-in-law suggested
that he set up officials over thousands,
hundreds, fifties, and tens to help Moses
manage the people (Exodus 18:21-22). In the
New Testament, the church is no exception.
The Bible teaches about the structure of
church leaders, that is, the offices of elders

(overseers) and deacons (1 Timothy 3, Titus
1).

Although the nature of the church is
organizational, it is more of an organism
because it is living. Ephesians 4:12 calls the
church "the body." Since it is a "body", it can
"grow" (Ephesians 4:15) and "become
mature" (Ephesians 4:13). The members of
the church do not exist independently, because
they are all connected to the head (Ephesians
4:15). They are members that belong to the
body and have functions. It is clear that what
we want to emphasize is the organic nature of
the church.

Why is this important?

If we look at the church from an
“organizational” perspective, the focus is on
what the church does (ministries), such as the
process of planning and execution. The church
must have long-term and short-term planning,
and the execution of these plans requires
management and metrics for evaluation, many
of which are related to external phenomena
such as numeric growth and the busyness of
the church (the busier the more "spiritual™).
Haven't we all heard people evaluate the
church in this way? There is no doubt that if
the church is to fulfill the mission entrusted by
God, all of these are needed, but if they
become the goal, we will put the cart before
the horse, forgetting the organic nature of the
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church, and bringing the church astray.

If we hold onto the concept that the church is
an organism, our expectations and goals will
be different. What we will care about is the
"life" of the church. The primary question to
ask is "what kind of life should the church
have?", not "what should the church do?".
"Life" comes before "actions”. If our eyes are
focused on the external success of actions or
doing, how is this different from the secular
concept of success? Coworkers of the church
(especially deacons) need to pay special
attention to this, because they can easily bring
corporate philosophy and expectations into
the church as standards. In the 15th chapter of
the Gospel of John, although Jesus says that
we need to bear fruits, the emphasis is to
remain in Jesus because Jesus says "l am the
vine; you are the branches. If you remain in
me and | in you, you will bear much fruit;
apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5)
The key is the life of the church, that is, the
life that is abiding in Christ.

The Vision of The Church: To Cultivate
Disciples Who Are Intimate with God

It is only when we understand the above
discussion and conclusions that we can begin
to think about the vision of the church because
the former is the foundation of the latter. The
vision of the church must be related to life in
Christ. When Ephesians 4 describes the
church as a body, what is the life that this
"body" should have? Verse 15 says that the
body needs to be connected to the head, which
is Christ. Christ is the source of the life of the
"body" and rules over the "body". Verse 15
also says that the body can grow into maturity
because it is connected with the head.

Similarly, verse 16 says that the members can
build up the body “as each part does its work”
because “from him (Christ) the whole
body...grows and builds itself up in love.”
Since all the growth and activities of this body
are connected to Christ, when it "becomes
mature", it attains “to the whole measure of
the fullness of Christ” (v. 13). This should be
the vision of the church.

The "fullness of Christ" is the vision of the
church and the goal of all ministries. In order
to advance toward this vision, the church
needs to be “connected to the head”, that is, to
be intimate with Jesus, like a branch
connected to a vine. Therefore, the church’s
vision is to cultivate disciples who are
connected to and intimate with Christ.

A disciple who is intimate with Christ is a
person who is "like Christ." Because of this
man's intimacy with Jesus, his thoughts,
values, motives, and all actions are like Jesus,
which is what Philippians 2:5 says, "have the
same mindset as Christ Jesus." The disciples
who are intimate with Jesus will regard "like
Christ" as the goal to be pursued in their life
and seek to be like Christ without regard;
nothing, including their own interests and the
temptations of the world, can stop him. What
he wants is not only to look like Jesus in
appearance but to have his heart closely
connected with the heart of Jesus. In the
process of being like Jesus, although he
inevitably has to "force” himself to be like
Jesus, he wants more; what he wants is to be
like Jesus naturally and instinctively, that is,
to live the life of Jesus without thinking. The
heart of the disciple is consistent with that of
Christ. To cultivate such disciples is the vision
of the church.



Only when this becomes the vision of the
church will the picture of Ephesians 4 come
true. The spiritual lives of brothers and sisters
in the church will grow. They can stand firm
with the truth, discern and resist heresies (V.
14). They will interact with each other in love,
that is, to build the body up in love (v. 16).
Love becomes the culture and characteristic of
the church. Because of love, their views on
their gifts and talents will be affected. Gifts
and talents do not make them proud, arrogant,
and think that they are more spiritual than
others so everyone should listen to them. On
the contrary, the purpose of their gifts and
talents is ministerial, that is, to serve others,
and is for the purpose of "helping each other"
(v. 16). To serve him humbly in love is a life
that is like Christ.

This is not to say that the external
measurements are not important, but they are
natural results of being like Christ. For
example, when the church is full of the life of
Christ, that there is love and mutual support, it
will attract people to the church. This is a
living testimony to the gospel because the life
of Christ is visible. When seekers not only
hear the message about the love of the Lord
but experience it personally, does this not
have a greater impact? We need to preach the
gospel, and we also need to testify to the
power of the gospel with our lives. Life in
intimacy with God will naturally lead to
numeric growth.

The Philosophy of Pastoral Ministry:
Leading the Church to Be Intimate with
God

The nature and vision of the church determine
my own pastoral philosophy. As a pastor, the

leadership and operations of church ministry
are naturally my responsibility, but my
pastoral ministry must conform to the nature
and vision of the church.

Leading people into intimacy with God is my
pastoral philosophy. From a certain point of
view, this seems obvious. The duty of the
pastor is to deal with the relationship between
man and God, such as preaching the Word of
God and caring for people with God's love.
However, from another perspective, in the
eyes of many, the responsibility of the pastor
is centered on the ministry of the church;
“doing” becomes primary. Although I will not
say that this is wrong, it is not primary. Let me
use my past pastoral philosophy as a contrast.

My philosophy in the past was indeed based
on ministry. My expectation for the church
was that when anyone comes to the church,
regardless of the stage of their relationship
with God, the church could provide what they
needed. If the people who come are seekers
who have not yet believed in the Lord, the
church can provide the ministry of evangelism.
If they are new believers, the church can
provide the ministry that builds them up in
their faith. If they have been believers for
many years and are willing to serve, there are
many ministry opportunities for them. In such
a church, the ministry is the goal. My
reflection is that although the church has a
strong ministry, what | was concerned about is
the development of the ministry, not whether
people were close to God. When | realized this,
my pastoral philosophy was subverted.

While 1 was still discussing with our church
whether it was God’s will for me to serve as
the pastor, | shared this with the pulpit search



committee members. | said that a pastoral
ministry includes many types of duties, such
as teaching, caring, and administration, but
God’s calling to me is to bring the church into
intimacy with God. I will still carry out the
other duties, but "intimacy with God" is a
priority, because it is the foundation of all
ministries. In order to encourage people to
share the gospel, this person needs to be
moved by God's love and have a strong desire
that all people will know the love and grace
that God has bestowed in Christ's salvation.
Receiving and responding to God's love
becomes the driving force for evangelism. The
same goes for caring ministries. We can do
our best to help each other, but this is not the
ultimate goal, because that is people receiving
comfort, strength, and hope directly from God
in times of need. Leading people to be
intimate with God is my pastoral philosophy.

If someone asks me, "What does a pastor do?"
My answer is, "The pastor deals with the
relationship between people and God and
leads them to God."

The Current Needs of the Church

First, discipleship:

The ministry of the church is all related to
discipleship, but we need to intentionally plan
for discipleship. A more effective way is to do
it in small groups (3 or 4 people), as this will
provide an occasion for practical, in-depth,
and personal discussion.

Second, evangelism:

The church’s recent activities have led many
people to come into contact with the church
for the first time, so follow-up with them is
critical. When new friends come to the church,
we need to welcome them, introduce
ourselves to them, and build relationships with
them. We also need ambassadors for Christ
who can share the gospel clearly, thoroughly,
and methodically at the right time.

Third, youth and children’s ministry:

In the past years, the number of young people
and children in the church has declined.
Although the church has been doing outreach
ministry, our target is the Chinese in the
community. We now need to focus on young
families and attract them to the church with
our children's ministry.

10



ABMYERE LK)

B BT

7. BEEL RGN E T —
FEEEL T (Turmerlebnis): 32 ) X 35 B
H 7T RPN E 54, Jral RE—Fr ek 1
FHAR, MBEET . HEFELZATEERD
e EFE-E LR (MM
X RRAEIRA IR B E TR,
BT MEE  BRREEGRY 2B
MR 4. BEHREMPERR  BREE
 EER T XBOEM BN IR
H 7 SO CNFEE P EALY) — 2
EFgO—EFHENKE. XE SR
PRI AR XA & R R T 5 a2t
, SRS . AR CASE L. SRR
XA B, RBZ B AR E A

T MmEFE T RIFRITTE AN T RE .

X BRAEAE 1519 AR (— H) R R
I ATRBE « MR SCR BB, 4. B
Wi AR, mAEESE) . BRAER . &
T AR XSS R - A
PHE e 0 S AR R 1 SR R e I v PR )
CHEFRSEZE . MERUE G . MR = KR
W, R EEA KA T . (S 13:38-39 Al
%' 3:21-31)[1]
BATRI SO 28 307 A NN
RN A o A B LA SO 9 NI
PURhIE AT 2 —: ANIE. BE. il

B PURNMBSCN U A& F,
XNZEIRE. %, DEGE, mslE.

EATAFEN R %R (Torah) . Jfidr. %
M. BATHINE, B RENUEZH.

PRI ARHER IR, AR AT N,

=B NS, AR S o ERE A

H5ERIER AR, TR &R
RIFAF . R BRI E S 4%
Z. “NEIHAXZH, FHARRIESE N,
M NFFE— M RE. “ XN E
FTEHIN o Bhia Ry St i 18 BB e R .
A EIERS (Divine passive) J& 15
CHE S I, B CRR S BT BLRR O
FREES: NMEEBRSMWE 7IE4KX
FRo BRI TEA R B S, PR HE R
B ROR T LA o 157 A2 e 4 B A
P, BERZAPRIRUE . WA N BSE
T 5T IEMTIRR[2,3].
AR CEFRFESEAZITE) , B IRAT
BN TR o I Y R AT LE A B TR AR A )
(M JE 5:21).

AT EZ KGO ? BKAEE
BERIIRAL & T - AR B L N R
(55K 9:22 AN 8:48), 3 Wit i BE & H ]
TS o SRLA i g B AE ) AT AR
10:52, B&hNAE T 17:19 FIEKINAE 35 18:42 fK)
RIGHCE, KBRS 7:50 F SRR
i . XETERERIMIERNE R
& HERATTAE 0o /NI R 5 2

oK, R OR 2 HUE BCE A
FEAG O o AE FIRTE DT BRSO LR XA &
HHME L, (HRAXFEREEEAA S48
BEWMEN =12 —. EAEE 2.5 +,
e iy S HR SRS EL PR T A O AR AR R A,
AN SRS S S 7 T I (= T I
6:6(h K 13:58) 1k B F= HUE AN ANME 1) ik
JREA, wER = A5, HRBRER 7RG —L
WANUIL, ANZATREET o BAIARE 9:23-

11



24 HRERIEEIAE N, FH L TR A A2k >R
RBIZAERE L. SR 216 BT
S, LT AEEERE 0. B, FEH
WHIZENETEE 7:11-16), A EKAE
L, BREFERUAAN . 298HaE 11 & h U )
WA Qb . FRATT A BT A X A 0
() S S A — e ?

HRSRLE RIS KA 0 7: 9| KK
AN NI ) B/ ME L N 12: 28
PITTAE) B, 8 A2 AS O B K,
HENREORGAA. WERINtES 17:
6“FE i, HAIGHF G —RITEM, B

FERIXARZA UL, IRESGEARRIRTE N 5,

ot A0 MARATT . 2(HEA S K 17:20) 4ns
ATAE T 11:23-24“FSAE T VRRAT, Toilfa
NI e, AR et g B . fih
o0 BEARER, STk,
AR T o FTLARREVRIRAT, NARMI#E S
MR, TwRta, REGEREEN,
B RE. CHAERL, ANEIEE GO

O RN TR, T AR HAE ot AR AE .

ER A F, Al E T E O (4
pistis) B A5 (317 pisteuo)id # 5 3 A
EAT BR o L5 AR & A5 7 R
B A, 3L 98 k. HERERE
PERHR Bk 2 RIS 25 S ISR % R &R, BT A
“HHE R — P& EIE IR R #iln,
BATRHIE S FEAT L 16 2w [ S LL Ak A<
XTHBERAT A4 1 i, AR AT ReAt A R R
A T R R . E R At S AR AE HREE
IX R DAFR KA o SRR AR Lo 302 55 HS R 1)
IG5 T AN AR TSR T AT o0 HIS i £ 4K R 3k
TIEfEA 20, DL R EREER I
7.

LRBNEIB TG, B2 AT

12:9 PRI ER WG N R . FEHES T
5:14-15 K R AR, FF HARA
“HTE LRI, MmNk, AHH
BEMSEREHAN, AN2F BT AW ER
MATHE, H S EEAE i N A 2 [m) 18 5 11
W RA TP RAME O o FE DA AR S
11:23-24 A INAES 17:6 #9 LR SCHFR) 2
PR, HRARIIALA . FTLL, ARG LT
KN, R ORI 5 351E
B BN o RS SIS AR TRATT O i i 223X
FEM, ERBATEAIAE? KRAE W
KAE, BB HEIN, BaE 2E
RE.

BJE, BAIRER, FOodEmiE
Wi TAVER] 7 RTAERMARZ AT 12: 9
HEE AL (UL E4E & 6:64-65), KUK
e, ALY . WATE— AT shE 2
FHFRATTIAS oK [B Y

Frbh, BATADAHOLRATZ G A L1
G 0o FRATTEAM IR 22 5 A6 M 1) s 5 A
B0k #E. WMARBRMNBZAE 0, BN X
WL AL, RERR ! (FTT
FEE 9:24) fEIN AL E AR I AT (R HR R —FF)
WL P2 AR O KTE, WVRIRAN, FRAT
BEEFERRE, MAERNMKLESE
FEAE o AN 2 B A5 O o [4]0E3RAT]
“OE G EAS O B4R N 5 A R k. >
(FHAP12: 2)

S5

1 SRBEZE UM, P72 — R,
BT b

2. TFRAW, s, SRR

3. George E. Ladd, &t

4. W. C. Kaiser Jr., P. H. Davids, F.F. Bruce,
M. T. Brauch, Hard Sayings of the Bible

12



=Pk LRI A

RZERT, IAMNZET VR %
BiE. BvrSEERE R, JAIFETT
TR, SR BAT AR )
firo  FAMFF=FFENRIIM
X BRI I Rk
WiRfEH T E, EHAZRTES
Ry MRAN N EEHES . A,
S A R BRSO

—HJa, PO S ORI RN
BB AR IFISR T R DA, XA
EO, e tescil, AR AR I
4, B EZm s X AETE, P DR
I TG o Al L) LAEARF & R 22 B
FOPMREE . BADLT AR K,
RRBUTANT BRI BEdR YT, ok 1
] ¥ 7 2 P AR R o R 2% 1 A
e, PHERR R, RINE. FATE I
ETHEA YRR AR F, MR =
PIPHEZIHRAEZ 7o A IREHE
FE, BEPUTHE RHE R . X R
Ja — IRAEPERE L 4 NS B B dhiE
M — 4. (BINRTE, #He
HI2E—(EHom,  ROEFEFTENGTE
TR U, o AR SRR
FERIETE T dEUGE DY SRS, A
HERTPET TR . )

BT ERANTB AN, FEHITIR [
H. J\FJE, fbAEss fir, b2
HIPAI . XA — AR ERGE FH A, o
RETTERE, AR RO, R
KNH o

PR IR =5, BRI
MARHOT . FREUT 2 A R R E K
B SEATRIRE A, ST R IR B s
T, TREERIM L. =F)5, K

TR ST

BOMEEER 7o BIFRTH R — R PHE,

AT RR 2 ARBIS, e “HA
B BERVIIRAT. 7 RO R R —

) X 2 AR AN 18 A R I 7 (5] 2R 380
Weg b, M EREMNE,  bREE
SIS, Ul AR,

RPN EEIR N S, BIER T4
AT T HEYON . TR L
fE, RidiREZHEIE . g AFRA]
L) Uit =55, At Erir e R
BT

ZER PO = — /N B IR 2 3R
MH L. hEh B3 A2 R 55 4
X, Ao Fr = b ) g . 2RO A
8, EN NGEFIRIE . Ah ) pEiE RS 2g
2, SEUIRNSL. N — KA TEFEAN,
A SRS, Bl raik
fEtaE . BATRILF 522 Am )
HF 2L

XEE, AN, AP
H, KEEMOLEANEE #H2, milihr
HRVERE T, WUMTEE ) 1 #1175 1
)G, WARAIRAIE—E.
B+ I\FEME T T B . (HIE
PAVE G Re S Ag Beh Rl K, 3B R
PIAbN, SEMIEERPBCE . RO,
=, HHE, FL, MeiRfl—k, B
XFE, HAREERD. BN ARG A fE
e, A AIEREER . AR
e RNERAELE, S/RHIN, @kt
Bk, 7 (3 4. 11-12) prblik
PATE R IR, A%, BoN Bt
XJer s, FimEkt L, s
114
2021 4F 6 A 10 HF#rEvh N PRk 1L 41

13



171

=)
i

T&F

T ®

=E3

FrE: fE (CEafETiks) —ehx
WY, N A e e A b B
IEmERE. HESE: AR HEA M
XM FE; DB T IR e s 1k
ke ASCRAEIRRE: RS2 HIRA H
AN, BT EFE K.

—. BERETTEZIA

Hm 2SR E D, SRR,
REMES (48— 2: 16) .

HEB AR T, KARLE: T
HAa—P1 v, RO

(E£) -

LT, T WARATTUEA IE B,
TNGECEAT, U RAFRATAWE?
AT NS i, W H k. 7
CHRAPR S 8: 6)

“CIRUAARATT AN B3 /0N ) 1) 22 K ) R — A
Hior 2k, MICH B AT HE . 7
CHEFPKF: 8: 10)

AR, RS ALRIR, R
RUES A, OHEUL:  HERRE IR T HL
F£Wg? 77 (RERER 1. 3)

CHR AT IR B 7S EE, IEA O
BB AR, 2 s iR, oim
o, WMAEAMRT, EHETRO,
HUAT BB, ki S B LE, JF 2
4N, 7 (S 6: 16-19)

CNOECTIER VR, SREIRAL, #E

REIRIENE ? JHPAHERER N, A
SRS, LR AP AT I AT A BT 4 R 25
Rappift. 7 CHRAPRAS 17: 9-10)

(L) -

“REFHL, NZKREAFRK. LT
w1, NZRKEAFS. HEoEE, L2 Ki
e Nl AnEEH . 5% B
O, ARHEH. 7 G

“RCTIEE, . 7 (Bt
— A

ik, BEABRIT AL W, 7
AL, 5ERAT; mRZEA, B
ELSEEE

(££) -

CORBLZA R . AEE
Ft, BB R 1. BN AL
FHE, RIS, AR E B
FA LA, #ARMNAKE, TiRMN
HERE . 7 (45—F 2. 15-16)

RS ST 5 LR, AN ATEE
5. Mg FEE. R, IR, F358.

SR, R, G556, B4, SR, WL
e TR, WU RRAT, IR
FHIRRAT, ATIZHR N DA REAR S 1)
E. 7 hdok$ 5. 19-21)

ORI BE VR T BE IR AN 4 4

FATHS, WA IR EEE, XA
I AR SOk, JiREMLM, &

14



TR R R . R IRP S, B
A PEMSFENIRE. 7 CFESH
3: 14-16)

(L) -

CRMZIENTCTT, NGB,
W T A . NI, KR
BN RE W TRAREERZ O,
ARGl HE. 7 B3O

LR

“MAXREGEHIRT, Rl ®. &
Ry AREL B, BE. RE. E5L. R
. Hifl. 7 OmbiRFs 5 22-23)
CHEFN SRR E, e RIEE, ER
AR, BRI, WARK, 248E,
KAWL, BAEMKRE. 7 CHESP 3:
17) o Frbh, 1HSERMAE. NS
LB G ERME, R E5HEIHES;
N 2 TEAE T ARASREAE BT I =AU

= AT EFERK
1 AEAS IRAIE 5E B R 2R

BAVEBHEE B M SN2 R
RF7, B CAEISRIEE” , ARl
HBTAROIEARN:, + ERfHEFFE
FH NN, BEHEFTRBNEN, DI
AR BRI B AN HRESU “Z2
H” LA, EFREFUAREE SR
[1]. A1k E B S 7E 9Lk b 2155 B 45,
aiGHE M tH S e VAR, (HIE R T 2
A NS, BURTIE “BRER”
(CRATILTAE) &, HAEWRDHEAN.
(£2) #HFEAT: “UEBELREEGH,
Ay, Mg A, LROEE
. 7 (EIntES 17: 33) o Kk, &
I A e, EHREH A, Ul
S HAG; wHAE, RMNEEL%,
{H & B R IRATEF £ R 15 5 /H B

CHESZEE S 2. 13; BE45 8: 14, 26) .

RN ER, &FEHI, BATAAT L
RATRIE, nl g SEEERE, 5
R — NN “HEAENEREEE, flht
RFHERN, [HHEHOM, #EBRHHNT. 7
(FIMZ 51 5: 17 &

SR, EARRINTM ZE R RAE D1 o
PAVE AR EAE 157 7 ETFIR. K
W 7 ER0IE, (5 7 HRERIEE, REIHRA]
CAIPHE “f57 7 (BRI E. BEEM
B BTk A, RiERE L.
NEEMREE A, IEBAHE “fFR” A
“fEET ERThIR. BEMEBIGR B, 2
U TR ZIMBAN RS 3 ) 13 AR 22
KEERKEZ (EREATIE 17 24-29; 45
ME 3. 16D T AEX b U M2 FE
DB EMRKEE B, 2l TR A
AR B B PR IR R [ 10 A fE B K
CRLIBT 2. 1) FIZ 2Lkl E &R
£ L AT RN CRASEIE S 55:
8-9) , HAAMKEE L7 i UL AT 2L RAEAK
0 BA T, A RERRERME (B KW &H
19: 24-26) »

2. — BRI R

AV EERENER, &7 B,
HURELE 78 T T AR A T 57 L 3 “ s e
AR o DHEPUETRR T B
MEIEH, MRS, K2 HE
FEFEAN RV ERNV ) B A7 b A, R MR i
MEH. BB —, TAEHREMHHTEH.,
MalE, NEHE, NSHETL, #rFA
K B, CHERBUARRRE, S
L FB” (ks 19: D, #iis
ANRiEZ W, BMAEST N, R,
AR A TR 2R, AW, 8T
TEMAS RS . Bl EXFLEKLRMN,
N BRI S, 5=, R
FEJir i i€ K TAE B S BEATR I,
TR EFEE, #EW S, AR,
ARTRY, AREE, AT, ARRELL

15



IRABRS FE R R FEAAA [ F) T
Folr AT TAR RO TS, kAL NHRRER)
SRR ERIFAL, PAERI REEE A
[ 2500, FAIrE U, AR
RN X RE. HZEM LA, #EEE
“RRAREIE B, JEARE B EAT A A

FHTEER |7 (AR 6: 100 KA.

T, BAIFHRrm 2 ERR T, 2N
EICRMEE. 2%, =%, P, A,

Rz, R¥E, 9 \E 1, A
W, BARESE. JATHE AR E KR
2],

226 3CHk

LTR  “afrgs “RAG— 7

2. MRAEYR “ THER A2 —ANFH”
(E#HY 62 %, NO.2,P2.

16



BRER

Cathy X35

2020 FH], FEiREE R, &
P — |t M7 S AR ARLL) 9 A A R AR B
I 2 7RSI, LA R E T4
fire —HE NFRIRFIE RO, 2021
N, SR E I RAN VB T 46 e R S i
FhEET, —A, i, IREE 2021 FIL
A SCEETHI I 72 75 4 P BR =770 % v 1) R

¥,

EAATAMELLUS PR, wiAE 2020 4
JRE] 2021 MR BLS e w5 pr i A
HAFHDRAES A, NP —RAR)Z
T ))& R4 e B SR i # = it
TR, WES ARG T X )E
Rgflid. 7518, &, KE, WK
B, AANEWERERT . TREN R A AR
Mok, b2 RAE G BNAZ AT A BERT &
MR, B DR R T B ZE  —
A CORIPERIVMCE ! 7 ZJRREREE
BfroRad, JUE JE S Bl Ok
PRBHE 7 o RAMEE KL,
e RERIE, KEXL, PR
e

IOFER 15 5:19 “IHaRE, #e W im
S 0. BRWArE, H%, MW, 20 FF
g, WA, R, $5%, IR, W,
GEoE, oy, SRME, 21 WRU, BRIV, i
T, RMETHIRERAT, BUE SRR
i1, ITXFEFEBN, UAGEASZ LT
H. 22 ZXRIIEHIRT, 2L E, =

0, AE, BN, B, RE, [F%, 23
MR, T, XEKF, RAMEEE
JJ: R »

LoRAMES 7:16 75 b “HEEMATR
R, AATBOA AR, 7

P45 16:17 “55 A1, AL g a iR
i1, MARATERE, PRz Em A, 3K
MR B = Al AT, 18 RRIX BRI
ANARFFFRAT T L, HRFrE St
B8, HAES IEiEEREZ R N, 7

X e 22 SCH B L YRR A 5 )
Ha2 s, FagRERN; Ha
RN, AR, TRl R
WAy !

TS T8 T A RE R, EIXOR I, i
HEER NSO EE, AWAER, TrRdT
PR EIR, B, RMERENERE
i, AIERAMTOBE O, BER AR
file

MR T BT 8 R v, AEdE
TR RYE B 77, IRBEOT I fei ELRE
IR, IEIRATRENE I ZEH T, R
& R Al ARG 45 BATTIN 22 Rl 222,
RS ELBE OB B

PLEFT 15 6:12 “HIATFFA L E 1ML
SR, iR SRR, ERL,
EREXH RS A, DU R B R A

17



i, 7

AR TR SR AT AT AT, A
oG, SIEATEEM E XM EIE L, AW
=

HA ISR EER A E e RAEFE T
ARG TE TS BT I, ZIERATT)
Ol AERMWFE L. BRRE
M, BATSREE RIS, alhzE, R
AT, SRR EREL B 1 R E R R
76 5 o

LLSbPT s 6: 13 “Fril, ZEEAHT
W 1 4 B ZE 56, O A 1 T R A
QR = W5 N el 7) PRI GY: A RVACS S SR

U, A ar s B, ik
PR LR NS S T — )8 R4
Ja, SR IS, Hns
HURGIEHEL, BN EEREE. ik
M B m BN EfE L, R 2L,
A BATH MR VR E: R
VRS, R EEAR TS 1A N ISAEEATIAE#
RETINN, FEEXN IR, Pk

TRFEMHE, 23 bad, 5SEITA-—
AR & 2= R IT O, AR R RE 2]
TR B MR IR T BRATE DAL
Jiit, WRS1 T A HB R 2 A AT A %7K
SINB BRGSO RE TR T
BOMAA ) RIEEHEOT R 7K1,

IR E R Agblerh, BATVE B 106
H A SR — 22 D A, 1R3RAT
AR T BT, BRh TR R
It T RIERBE ST, e T B 1R R
#, ReanH LT B,

SR G| B 1L N BB o e e A
g RS, BOVHXBEADE. ERATA
BOEEA S, LEERmAL, RiagAh
WA, R A A A

WEFIBRE ! AYE, SRME, Hot, BUW
FHIRTHATRIM, BERKIZ. B!

8/26/2021

18



IR ALS?

R P I (X4) PHA TN
RECEEE

“CEALIARE AL, IXAEE A
KA, ER—VIMER, BRMARAN,
BERFEAN. 7

okEEthLE & E =)\ i
YRR T — L Lo F S . XA L F1E
7 LB RIS ER, S PSR BB AR 5 V6 It Y

2 )L. HRGRWT ) 7 A ESR, AEAER .

AR HRERI T IGEDIAME S, Bl 2 HEER AR
B ARABIT XA LN AT HRER A2
H: “REZEFLRIIUBIIRER
HIEMME L. 7 ML NP B/ HR 6F
AT Z R A B HROR M3 “NIFE
ILEWBESERAGE. 7 L NIE
CEM, AR EEMEIZEEANET L
PN REORE L. 7 WTog b=, HRBRARTE
TRALZF RO, SERIVAE T i <o)L,

BRNX L, WATAZEER, Al
RNELEANENEAT e e ?

MR A EAr RIERSE, Bk
AR PR R Bk b B TR %8
BB —MIRN, RIFIRIEIX LR AEE
ML R H A R AR, I R AR AR
FARIR R A A T . R, b
RO E] 2%

JUEIB R A R P AER, T
FRANFARATTC BT AN BERT,  (EXEERFAETFAS
BWRE LA DU AR HE o 4R
ZHAHOT, B AN A E H
EESPIIR

B =5 IRRAT “ LFHA
B, RTEEEER “. LA T,

sk E

NI 2 25 R I IL 5B R - HcHiE Bt
BT BRUCENUN, B RS REE
&, A WHLARIX SRR, SN %
ooty H QR BRSNS, R MR
AN At REA BG4, 4
RuTRemt RABA T LR Az, A%k
BRI

R A BRER R A+ ZANTIE? A
AR 120, 1200 B 120007 {4 A
FIH B ORI RE IR TR E Z 7146, A
{5 B PR A% AR 2

A, BT B s (L B
5 s . ERPIZR A B
TYRHRANT: A A IE B AT 1 R Iz e
AR E B IR

IR it B Jent L= ) AR T
EAAER ) ER A TRIEYE, PRk

WE: AR RE, LT AR AR,

HURAFHE. attathit DL Es NS 1
7 XARAAMLERT TR A A RI/IMK
RLBEFNERN . WGP A4
TR, RS TIE LM —FE.

EEPTN

HAERIRAN, HEAMEA

https://www. desiringgod. org/mess
ages/to—the—jew—first-and-also—to—
the—greek

A A RE M S ?

https://www. gotquestions. org/God

—cannot. html
KRB AU RIS ?
https://www. gotquestions. org/int
erracial-marriage. html

19


https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/to-the-jew-first-and-also-to-the-greek
https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/to-the-jew-first-and-also-to-the-greek
https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/to-the-jew-first-and-also-to-the-greek
https://www.gotquestions.org/God-cannot.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/God-cannot.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/interracial-marriage.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/interracial-marriage.html

T IR BT

NEFEN =AM ES, FrdRiFos
HERERR—F 7 iENNHE, R
AV LA A BRI = B g, i
TR —FEZAEET THENER. B
MR, BRI R 2 AT T
AABARERRGA. ELES, FHA
SEER A AN LW E DEAE A
M3, BAERfEEEARN 3T, 5
R I MSIAMBAT IS 7. XTI 7
WL, PTFESEAL. EAE
KRAE AR 1 H 7 B PRk i [ A5 T Bl
BRI A B2 B s R 25 R, sl A

WESCER, S sCrdk, BIE HBERIESR L,

RO B IEATIHEE A LR 1. Z ATSF
B G A LA G 2 T R)Gs 7 FHR, B
T “Pranthbe, DravdtT” . BEHGE

AR O o AR AN AR S 2 8] B3 R 2k,

A EBH TR — B

TARAETE AL — B AU, R
BRIVPURALIX Ol B 5, 2 2] IR BRI
AR B SR, FNEER R A it e N JE &
AT A HIE S 2 T B ANVER
Efs R TR R, =4k E K H T
WEORATH R 4], B SR,
ABEAE . NIRRT Rt Bl L HIR 1
T KNG, BORIER MR, A
NRIEZ G b, R NRE DM, A
sANEERARE, EASANTEZ,
RGPtaneKhddl. —&Em, —&
ok, fEXEEBER T RUERIEAT M, #8
UREAR I s R a3 4 2 NGl

PHIRRSEE

BYF

g5?

TR IR 28— BRI, A B8R+ 0 A
fEL, AT PR NSRBGS0 St A
o MENFEGERIAT, ZITaAR? WF
F=thENTY: NEREERZHT
IR, HERIRANE . P, SRS —20
PLZHEAE IR PR, RN IR K
A5 )\ E A\ S FATIE S =
HEARR ST, MEM NG AL, w%
b5 BHPAEMIN . AL =00, NiZie
IR, %9 HE PG E

fwfh, B eibREETE. o
%, BRERZMLILEER T, %13
Bz, Hik, —FK AN B EEAHER
B, WUREEZRIEZR. Bk, AT
L A R S AR AR = R S, 3R
o 1A P R A L R A,
BB ER 2 I3 H 55 A 2
Koo MG LT EREZE T — A
“MILL “ IR, BJE. ORI Bk &
PRIGIRIEHR IS 1, BRI 2 e P
f—Nzshizfr, WP R A
AL, BOEITHS 1T ER. Z3 T XHH
JREPEEAH IR SR, T[RRI
LI, ot B KA B )9 7 A
WREAMT .

A, AE AR RS A, #B
BRI ANME IR BB, BRI
DIt Z N, B JC AN IR A g
BAEN B R B R AE0% ” , BERIFRAT
B IE RO R 5 B i AR — K



(RieEE1T - EEHREM

LFERRH (ZEEES

WO E AT T R DRI, £
BB N Joe 25 KETU T 4 fr (SR
R, MEREEE) MORE TR (LA T iR
) .

https://www. youtube. com/watch?v=
ocHm18wUAGU

(YouTube AN A]LE setting HIMFT
F caption JEHE A SCFHAEAD

HJFR LAy A X — Pl Tl R A 7

& TR A R ORISR — LT H A5G
] 0 A PR T e R B T ) P 1

JUTAEk, 55 EHE& S Ca iyl
b BIhPE . [F0ig3) (Word of
Faith Movement) . IEfEZH &M T HIE
o= 501/ QE11% 7 Rl iy e e XS (< s R
R BA. BIRE BrdE S A
oo RRENIBTAERERITE, AT
S 2 ) SR TR . AN, XX
SAPALRE R RS B B2y, EE K
T EARN, HEFIFFRT) K.

2018 ZE i M AT B Bradon Kimber 8%
XLl i AMEIE R Ty (B0
1E5))) W, AR SIE I B AR
FLIR A% o 0] R

AR AR B AR R, AT

CMEIREE) B hRIEE R

5K

=)
=

iz

|

DA R R R, B A YR HER SR AR AL 3R

¥

2033 P I T — R A2 O il RELAE

;%\ﬁ%o

A NEXRNE 7 e — 25250
SRR IR WAL -

— AR R L B (fE 41 .
307 )« “IREZLHBMPTHN ‘HAER
FET N, S T IXANE SIS A
G BT e R S B T A 2
T, RB—EHUONE AR BE; 2R
SEAI LR E AfEEE RS &
BAER RIXEEIE T, BN T EIX
SEAHREBRHMEGMHER . RAMBRATCIE
HRE . BrTAERER, RAMRA—S
AEEEA ! - REMNIER BHOX
Ry BFUNIREEE S BRER TR . W FFh
BOCRUL, X E 7R LSRR TR A
CL AR,

— %ok B W F2 E 5 1) Russell
Berger (fE 44’ : 09”7 ) 7|, “Ah
AT VR FRIX AN BB k2 75 A R I 355 B 245 it
&, XAHBER 26T TROKOK BB AL F i »
TR PRFEASANER R ¢ AN HR SRR T H
XA R GETE. X AL E R
. AL T GEEERER) o 7

21


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ocHm18wUAGU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ocHm18wUAGU

XL T2 BRG] B SRR BUAR ,
MARMAL . TRIEHHN NIRRT B
fEES, MR, BT, R T A,
1117 3 1 ) 2 B SO B BATC R X 28,
1B BE S HE R

U JUAL 5 SO Ik o A AT ] S5 SR ah A
WRHEXFRRPBFR R, Hh—Aih
PRIy (fE 447 ¢ 507 ) X RS IR K2
SELLIMEGE “RERAEBHEL, A
W HEE A S RAE . BE A KEETEET
FIE AT LU SRR T AL, SRR
WEEW . 7

EE R Ao R N RV e
AR AR AR ? 3X B R 45— L2 50
42 B AL IR 2% 0T«

Kenneth Copeland, Creflo Dollar,
Joyce Meyer, Joel Osteen, Joseph
Prince, TD Jakes, Andrew Wommack,
Todd White, Bill Johnson Z&. {REANIE
A AN 2% E TR B ARATT, Wi
AT Zh W R E W ?

CeEEE, MEMmILE) 2 &A%
RN I AT . e EIR 2 NN
BURCIHAP ARG E, WA B 240, (]
HB L2 NE B ARG,

JHIEAE .
H 5 I

RIAD S FREA KSR, X
FRMIIFLR T HZHEF, R CR
Ko LR AR BRI RCE AR K
IO . (HIE R B SR AT — LA
PLBR A7 R HABESE 1 A A 1 e L (E
b BARE REMZ, 2 BRI HeE
BT Bfds HR i o Al il H
ES NN PN SRS RN bk N D P
BEAT A PP R A P X 2 4 AR
Ny AT R 2 R B G XL &
B2 28 5% Fr B Jm RS 4 ILIE A, Bethel
A=W NERIK (ERM 477 .
517 ) Hiwfpdath: Fal UL, flAI7Efe
Pr—AE s, —OEREEE, —DASEEK
KON AE & AR

(i

1. Word of Faith Movement 4EFEH
£l

https://en. wikipedia. org/wiki/Wo
rd of Faith

https://www. youtube. com/watch?v=
ocHm18wUAGU

22


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Word_of_Faith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Word_of_Faith
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ocHm18wUAGU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ocHm18wUAGU

HHREEFRIEPI=1 "H"

-

Tt (BRMEEY REZIR, AR
FBRIRIENAR, BIRFRIRTCE,
WABXAKR, [EHHET, X —RIRE
X —#B5, A T — s AR &
2, RIIXFIERE S H A — I A 44
M5, HSHmMBEE TERIGER.
WV R &S5 B R, XIRIRIEE
JIEF R FIEH LS LN E AR
“IR” NG b HARIR N AR BEAL
FIER), ZKiGRAEFER SRS, &
B M IRIE, kR ™
W EA . ARG 1 Rtk — B H Al 8 — AR
BANRMER, WHAEEEERE, X—&
HACE T i) Uk, BHE=AFERkK
RN M N TR ZE—T R4
KUNAFESH B IR L NTEIRREAE
(E2) MxiGHh 5A— Pl LA
AT R — e X i AT T B 2R

L N ONIDEZES I DL LEE P PPN
KyPHE T, REAERRAER A N
&, HEANAERLAAAE 1. ARAE IR N
s, AREFEEE S AMEEE TN
o PR EHL 6 e S TR B,
NHSA TG, TR R B I (A
M, #oE A LEER R A, HRA AR Y
AL T o TRPAKBIEEARIG [FI ALK F
T, R BRI =AY L TR R KRR
NJE 2, "%, MR RBAR AT
R Ay, SR T HORWE S, kK
RIEN T IABMMIL I ZE . JORMZETAE
Ja, H—R, AAMSHAEZETFEE,
AbIS RS 1 SIS, FRaRdT Ik

ZA

Wt ZER, GBS, AAEINT 4
PR ESL . MR LN R b2, 5
M, JFEN T2k BI, AT, AL
3R =1, PORIGHG fr2 ke
AE, AFE B L FESE, PURAS
AN ARG o 7 ARIY TR
KL, B, fES0RMA A
Rk, AEECHENSECKA A
HIgRA4%, TR MRER AL, R
IEEDITA A, A A R HIS R
FIEHH— 01 MAT AR I TG
&, MR NEAEE, PSR R

B AN, W ERA EF
M— A, £ (GER) mic#rd, BT
HRSRFLE: ) IR IOy “WE IR Z24h,
HARMM T, ARy “ B & o fE
(ZyBAC) eIl 4 1 & 2
MG ABIEIREPAN R T AT
FEL L BT AT R 1 PR T R BURER A
B R BB SO LA
fi o HERIAF EAFRI IR 5L S M AR
To WHEAE PR TR 5 T RS
MAEAN I BT T HRA B E YRR B 2,
PO ATABA TS 1o W RG] H R S I
HRAN A e K AR T, MURAT SR T AN
FER| EVU AN . MARfEER AN e “ b
RN HUAIRR 7, i BSR HRAN A Rt K b
RIZ AT, SRR PRt dr . PIANRT
B NLAL VA REZ ISR I . T & 481
ME IR TEE T2, XKLL A
WRAEE P EAERIC. WaE2 Ao 8
Ly, MG Wi S SRR,

23



a IR A Y . (HZ AR, HH
W, BREE, HE0, WEEE, <9
AR R R T, A 5 TR LA G ()
AN—FKTZ. 7 CR11: 31) Wit
SR FE, (HahE O, MR RCT WA
RN, It H AR IR IR SCUR K B 40
ST, 4R R — 5, I
HRER 1) 2K 15 -

BEADANRKEE, REREXKES
BAHEREBN AT, WAHCHE T
BHARAN “BAMWZET" . FEIERIR
APk, XENAN? £ RHELT)
WE VT EERREERN: AR, Kk
BUIRBH PP AR, SREBEE 81 Ty
17, B BRI, KR IONMISE3
s, IR 24T BaEERE K
23, RRBEF T AB LA S AIL R
1o HRPEMEFBRIMHR, Skt
EE IR T R RS R)E
Bl 5% 5 3 [ R & A, BRI
LR, WBRe S L EATA N AATIEE B b
AL i) N N EA# o N 1 e S
B S AN A A RS ekt
Bttt £5, MK RMEY, Jia
KREAT—DNILT UJakRFr 1) -« KE
RN ERKN, ERE BidE: “H
RIDFATHIZ S, HOAAEEAEN. 7 K
PRIEANG fKGR TR S, 1 HTI8IA
B, BB THREHERE. M

S PR AT KR TUE O HKEK, 45 R E AR
Yy, BABEICHR, AR TP 5 HR R
AT BRI T &, 4% 5Kz
POAC B HPBRIL B (0 5038 .

PAEIX =L NERE 73R, A3l
e, mELE, KEERH. Bdx=A
“OR7 L NRIXSEE, o NI DT AR I A
RIFIACSE 2 1A MRk, 1F v &tk
AT I A S T AR, AR A
o N, XA ER ., AR
“AET IR BRMEANE TR ARAE, A
AL AR, T USRI R
redE N, MEMHRERANE . (EL) AU
WAV SR BRI AT, AT E
SICE T RZE A, BER A
SRR FAFA— T HIE B T R, (=
Z) WA IR, HESEA
IERIERAETS (E2) s, HrlEE.
HR R (0 S0 A ROB TR — 3B r, PR
= NHIA P LSO A TEUHE 2 0%
WAL, HKBEWL, A ACBRTESE LA — 8 1.
HR&R 0 = MG 7 BATL R — V5w,
RJUAFRBN “R7 L N5 /a8
LHRERAIE 32 2 g, A6t HRER
HB R . BANAET R AR A,
W E 5, NEEW, LERE
HWEIFR LR, RKmA, ZXEEAC
142 REBIC A A T b, Lo B e
AR

24



Transformations

Susan Pitts

As a child, |
remember sitting with rapt attention as my
Mother explained that a squirmy little
caterpillar created those strange white
“catter-pillow-cases” we saw hanging in the
trees. She said when they emerge from their
special sleeping bags they are transformed
into something totally new. They have wings
and would leave the tree and fly away to play
in the fields with the others of their kind.

According to legend, silk was discovered
around 3,000 BC when the Yellow Emperor’s
wife, Leizu, went to investigate what was
destroying her husband’s mulberry trees.
She collected several cocoons and when she
stopped for lunch, she accidentally dropped
one into her tea. It unraveled in the warm
liguid and she was surprised at its
sumptuous texture, and products made
from this amazing material have fascinated
us ever since.

But there is more to the story of this
amazing bug’s life. High on the Tibetan
Plateau Ghost Moths make their home. They
get their name from their haunting mating
displays. From June to August the white-
winged males gather together in groups
called leks. They hover over open ground at
night, slowly rising and falling, to attract
females.

Female moths are drawn by the lekking
display. They choose their mates and fly over
the fields releasing their eggs to the winds.

Caterpillars hatch and burrow, grub-like into
the earth, soon the snows come.

For up to four years the caterpillar’s main
focus in life is eating and growing strong so
they will one day be able to take to the air.
But not all succeed in this, their life’s
mission.

In China Ghost Moth larva have another
name, Dong! Chong? Xia* Cao® (4 H K #i)
meaning "winter worm, summer grass, "
i.e., the worm in the winter turns into a plant
in the summer. A plant? What? That is
impossible! Caterpillars make cocoons, they
get wings and fly. Plants have roots that tie
them down.

As it happens, there is a certain parasitic
fungus in the soil that infiltrates a host
caterpillar’s body. Slowly, gradually, taking it
over. When the warm summer sun melts the
thick snow and the sky beckons, some
caterpillars emerge from their burrows only
to die.

Dark brown stalks sprout from the
caterpillar’'s forehead. Mushroom-like it
releases its parasitic spores into the air, then
the plant also shrivels and dies. All that
remains is a mummified husk, a highly
sought after ingredient in traditional Asian
medicine.

The example of the Ghost Moth has
taught me that an unhealthy attachment to
things of this world can tie me down. |
cannot allow fear of change to take root and
grow. In the dark of winter it is easy to get
distracted. | need to remember who and
what | am. The Son beckons, and it takes
courage to step out in faith. But the Spirit is
at work. When the time comes, | want to be
ready to soar!
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A Brief Account of Church Dispute
in 2020-2021

From the end of 2020 to the
beginning of 2021, Cherry Hill
Chinese Christian Church had a
dispute over the contract renewal of
Pastor Steven Lee.

The general cause and effect of
this dispute are as follows:

Our church’ s By-Laws
stipulates that the pastor shall be
evaluated every three vyears to
determine whether to reappoint. The
rules specify that the deacon board
will evaluate the pastor first. If
more than 75% of the deacons support
the reappointment of the pastor,
there is no need to go through the
congregational meeting. If less than
75% of the deacons support the
reappointment of the pastor, then a
congregational meeting is to be held
to decide whether to reappoint the
pastor. If more than 75% of the
church members at the congregational
meeting support the reappointment of
the pastor, the pastor can stay.

When Pastor Steven Lee's three—
year term was about to expire last
year, in accordance with the church
By-Laws, the then deacon board voted
in mid-August. Among the 12 deacons,
7 supported the reappointment of
Pastor Lee, 4 opposed, and 1
abstained, falling below the
stipulated 75% support rate for
deacon board renewal. In this case,
according to church By-Laws, a

congregational meeting can be held.
If more than 75% of the church
members agree, Pastor Lee can be
reappointed. From August to November
of 2020, Pastor Lee decided to
resign after communicating with the
deacons several times. During that
period of time, church members were
not informed of any of this

On November 29, during the
church housekeeping announcements
after Sunday worship, Pastor Lee
declared his resignation. Many
members reacted to this announcement
with shock and disbelief.

In the 18 years since the
establishment of our church, there
have been a total of five pastors.
Except for the first pastor who left
due to health reasons, three pastors
(Pastor Kang, Pastor Chen, and
Pastor Yu) all left because of
opposition from some members at the
church. Each time a pastor leaves,
some very unpleasant incidents would
occur. Every pastor stayed only a
few years before resigning.

When previous pastors left,
church members did not have a chance
to speak up. This time, the
accumulated dissatisfaction broke
out and a group of members rose up
to ask for the reasons for the
denial of Pastor Lee’ s
reappointment. Several members
began to question whether there was
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a problem with our church's ethos
and whether there was a problem with
the church's rules and regulations,
which made this happen again and
again. The human heart seeks
stability, and members want to see
a church that grows steadily, not a
church that is constantly in
turmoil.

In the eyes of most
congregants, the past few pastors
who left had no problems with either
their teaching of the gospel or
behaving ethically. After a few
years of interactions, most members
have developed a lot of affections
for them. It was the same with
Pastor Steven Lee. Moreover, this
incident occurred while the COVID-
19 pandemic was raging. To stop
Pastor Lee’ s ministry during the
pandemic was a very unconscionable
thing to do in the eyes of many
brothers and sisters. During the
pandemic, it was all the more
important to keep everyone calm, to
keep each other warm, and to care
for and help one another. Over the
years, the church has been teaching
the believers to be loving and kind.
Many members suggested that the
dismissal of Pastor Lee at this
challenging time would cause the
collapse of our church’ s
theological foundation.

The then deacon board refused
to publicly discuss the reasons for
denying Pastor Lee’ s
reappointment. However, the deacons
who opposed Pastor Lee’ s

reappointment privately contacted
the church brothers and sisters to
list Pastor Lee’ s so-called 12
major shortcomings. Meanwhile,
church members who supported Pastor
Lee established a WeChat group to
gather the strength of the members
and provide congregants with a
platform for free speech and
efficient communications among the
members.

During this period, two Zoom
meetings between the then deacon
board and church members were held.
Members who were supportive of
Pastor Lee’ s reappointment tried to
express their opinions to the deacon
board. Over 100 members participated
in each of the two Zoom meetings and
each meeting lasted more than 3
hours. The deacons who opposed
Pastor Lee's reappointment, except
for one or two, did not participate.
The Zoom meetings were presided over
by the then chairman of the deacon
board: On behalf of the deacon
board, he listened patiently to
everyone's opinions and questions.
At the beginning of the Zoom
meetings, the two opposing sides
were moderate and temperate; but as
time went by hour after hour, both
sides started to become emotional
and heated words were exchanged.

Church members raised a series
of questions at the two Zoom
meetings, but the then deacon board
never responded. These questions
include: Can the congregants be
informed of the reasons for not
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reappointing Pastor Lee? What kind
of pastor does our church need? At
the second Zoom meeting, church
members also proposed a compromise
solution to the problem: Extending
Pastor Lee’ s contract for one year
and reconvene to discuss  his
reappointment after the pandemic
mitigates. However, the deacons who
opposed Pastor Lee’ s reappointment
were not interested in discussing
the compromise.

As church members were becoming
indignant at the situation, they
also realized that due to
disagreements within the then deacon
board, the  board’ s
conflict had existed for a long
time. Thus, the then deacon board
was mostly paralyzed and could no
longer function normally.

internal

Various rumors surfaced during
this period. Some brothers and
sisters spoke harshly. Things grew
to the point where the antagonism
between the two sides became
increasingly intensified.

At the year—end congregational
meeting of 2020, a deacon who
opposed the reappointment of Pastor
Lee scolded a sister who was
supportive of the pastor, and the
deacon's elder sister physically
attacked her. As Pastor Lee was
starting to handle the matter, he
was interrupted by some members of
the then deacon board. The end
result was that the verbal and
physical assaults were not dealt

with. From this, church members saw
even more clearly that the deacons
who opposed the reappointment of
Pastor Lee held very prejudicial
views against the pastor and showed
no respect for him at all.

The abominable verbal and
physical assault incident once again
made the members lose their trust
and confidence in the then deacon
board. Eventually, church members
supportive of the pastor proposed to
implement a regulation from the
church By-Laws: After deacons’ two—
year term of office expires, they
must be re—elected to serve for a
second term. At the time, multiple
deacons began serving their second
two—year term without going through
the re—election process. Our church
had never previously forcibly
enforced this regulation of the By—
Laws. However, because the deacons
who opposed the reappointment of
Pastor Lee refused to consider the
congregation’ s request to retain
Pastor Lee and merely repeatedly
stating that they could only follow
the By-Laws, the congregants had no
choice but to strictly enforce this
re—election regulation, in
accordance with another sub—clause
of the same By—laws that the entire
congregation has the right and
responsibility to supervise the
deacon board. At the same time, the
congregants directly nominated 7 new
deacon candidates to participate
along with the incumbents in the
election/re-election. This time,
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120 members requested using their
legal names to convene a special
congregational meeting. The special
congregational meeting was
scheduled to be held on January 31,
2021. The 7 new deacon candidates
came from church member nominations.
As church members nominated brothers
and sisters that they trusted, 7
with the most nominations became the
new congregation—nominated deacon
board candidates.

Church By-Laws states that if
more than half of the church members
request, a special congregational
meeting shall be held. At the time,
there were 217 church members. The
request from the 120 church members
already surpassed half of the church
membership. In order to confirm the
legal name electronic signatures of
these 120 members, the two sides
sent representatives several times
to check and verify the signatures
against the church  membership
directory. On January 20th, an
anonymous letter discrediting the
church came out. On the same day, an
email posing as the chairman of the
deacon board was also sent to church
members in an attempt to discredit
the brother who started the WeChat
group. A few days later, church
members who opposed Pastor Lee’ s
reappointment jointly objected to
the convening of the special
congregational meeting, opening
that the special congregational
meeting violated the church By—Laws.
A church member brother who opposed

the reappointment of Pastor Lee
repeatedly threatened to go to court
to sue the church. After the special
congregational meeting wrapped up on
January 31, 2021, this brother then
encouraged the congregation to leave
Cherry Hill Chinese Christian Church
to participate in the Sunday worship
of other surrounding churches

On January 31, 2021, the
church’ s first special
congregational meeting was finally
held as scheduled. More than 140
church members participated in the
voting, and new members of the
deacon board were elected/re-
elected.

Due to dissatisfaction with the
special congregational meeting, a
number of former deacons on the
pastor opposing side who lost in the
re—election, along with  their
supporters, announced their
separation from Cherry Hill Chinese

Christian Church.

Most brothers and sisters in
the church simply love the Lord, the
church, and the pastor. The original
intention of both camps was for the
good of the church, but after the
church conflict escalated, humans’
sinful nature was indeed exposed.
For the brothers and sisters who
have left, we welcome them back at
any time. Of course, for those who
verbally or physically assaulted
another, wrote the  defamatory
anonymous letter, or compiled the
fake email, they need to confess,
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repent, and apologize.

It is indeed very regrettable
that such a dispute happened. We are
all flawed human beings. May the
Lord examine our hearts and let us
humbly seek the guidance of the
righteous and merciful God.

Romans 8:28 says "All things
work together for the good of those
who love God, who are called
according to his will."

What lessons have we learned
from the church dispute?

1. The Church By-Laws stipulate that
the whole church has the
responsibility of overseeing the
deacons. Church members have the
right and obligation to supervise
the operation of the church. The
deacon board, which is
responsible for managing the
specific affairs of the church,
cannot run smoothly in violation
of the basic moral sentiments of
the majority of the congregation.

2. Church members have the right to
assemble and freely communicate.
(During the dispute, a deacon who
opposed the reappointment of
Pastor Lee claimed that the
church member WeChat group was an
illegal organization and should
be banned, which openly
challenged the freedom of speech
and assembly guaranteed for U.S.
citizens by the First Amendment
to the U.S. Constitution.)

3. There must be a certain degree of
transparency in the management of
the church.

4. The communication between all
levels of members at the church
is very important. Even if this
means that a lot of time needs to
be spent, it is worth it.

5. When electing a deacon, we need
to consider his (or her)
character. We should not only
consider talents and enthusiasm,
but also whether he (or she) can
listen to the opinions of others
with humility, can get along with
everyone, and have a gentle
personality.

6. Most Chinese have grown up in an
authoritarian culture since
childhood. There are many things
we need to learn to practice
democracy in our social lives.
The cultural maturity of Chinese
society is not something that can
be achieved in a short time
amount of time.

What are our remaining questions
and reflections about the church
dispute?

1. What should an ideal North
American Chinese church pastor

look like?

2. Does such a pastor exist in real
life? If he does not exist, what
are the most important things to
ask from a pastor? Since the
"decathlon" pastor does not
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exist, how can we collaborate
with the pastor?

Some people don't like Pastor A
and some people hate Pastor B.
People’ s opinions vary. How
should we deal with it? How can

we respect the pastors we don't
1ike?

How should we deal with different
opinions within the church? When
others disagree with us, can we
protect their right to speak,
respect and consider their ideas?

How transparent can the
management of the church be? How
transparent does it need to be?

6. How should church members work
with pastors and deacons? How can
the church be built in an orderly
manner, respecting both
authority and democracy?

May the Lord lead us in these
difficult times! Please also pray
for our Cherry Hill Chinese
Christian Church.

Thanks'!

Cherry Hill Chinese Christian
Church Deacon Board

April 2021
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Appendix: Timeline of Pastor Renewal Dispute

Date

Event

8/16/2020

The Deacon Board voted. Of the 12 deacons, 7 supported, 4
opposed, and 1 abstained, falling below the stipulated 75%
support rate for deacon board renewal.

8/20/2020

Pastor Lee submitted his resignation to the then Deacon Board

11/29/2020

Pastor Lee announced his decision to resign to the congregation
after the Sunday worship.

12/1/2020

Church members established the "WeChat praying group for Pastor
and Mrs. Lee and deacons".

12/27/2020

At the year—end congregational meeting of 2020 to decide the 2021
budget and elect new deacons, the voting results were invalid due
to insufficient attendance

1/20/2021

The email that pretended to be the chairman of the deacon board
to discredit the leader brother of the WeChat group was
released.

1/20/2021

An anonymous letter named "Cherry Hill Church Congregation
Calling for Help" came out.

1/21/2021-
1/31/2021

A brother who opposed the reappointment of Pastor Lee sent an
email to call for the boycott of the special congregational
meeting to be held on January 31, 2021. After seeing that
several former deacons who opposed the reappointment of Pastor
Lee lost the election, he encouraged church members to worship
in other nearby churches

1/31/2021

The special congregational meeting was held, the 2021 budget was
passed smoothly, and 10 deacons for the new church Deacon Board
were elected. All elected deacons received more than 75% of the
votes from the congregation.
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Looking at God and Myself

Pastor Steven Lee

Looking at God

The recent turmoil in the church has left
many of us puzzled and confused. If we want
to record what has happened in detail it is
difficult to find the words. There are many
points of view and conflicting emotions that
leave us feeling confused insecure and
broken. We may be able to describe what has
happened, but seeking out the How and Why
often leave with no clear-cut answers. So
happens to our faith? Can we trust anyone?
Can we still trust God and what He is doing?
Without answers, we were lost in confusion.
What should we do?

In the midst of the storm, we are challenged
to “Be still and know I am God! “Psalm 46:10

Come before Him in humility, Confess that
He is in control, even when...especially
when we are not. Romans 11:33-34 says: "Oh,
the depth of the riches of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! How unsearchable his
judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!
“Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or
who has been his counselor?” We may not
have answers, but it does not mean that God
does not have one. We are puzzled and
confused, but that does not mean that God is
also confused. If God’s wisdom is something
we can easily understand, God will no longer
be God. However, we may still want to have
all the answers.

The dispute in the church does not glorify
God and it is not a good testimony. If God is
in control, how could this happen? The
theologian who | admire the most, Herman
Bavinck (Dutch Reformed), said that there
are things that people cannot do because

people are weak, but God can do them
because He is God and there is no danger
when He does them. For example, parents tell
their children not to play with knives, but
they themselves do things with knives. Does
this mean that the parents are self-
contradictory and inconsistent in their words
and deeds? Of course not! Adults can safely
use knives to cut vegetables (although it is
possible to cut themselves because they are
imperfect), children cannot, so it can be
dangerous for them to touch knives.

In the same way, God can do what man
cannot do because He can do it without any
danger. Not only that, but his actions can also
glorify himself. The self-denial of the Lord
Jesus on the cross is the best example. God's
law forbids the killing of innocent people, but
Jesus who is holy and innocent of all sins has
died on the cross. God can do this because the
death of Christ accomplishes redemption,
fulfills the love and grace of God the Father,
and glorifies Him. When the object of our
faith is in God instead of humans, we can still
trust God even if we are without answers.

We use this principle of faith in God all the
time. 2 Corinthians 5:7 says: “For we live by
faith, not by sight.” What Paul was dealing
with here is the danger of martyrdom in
preaching Jesus. How did Paul face this
danger? He faced it by faith, that is, no matter
how dangerous things are according to what
he sees, he believes that "if the earthly tent
we live in is destroyed, we have a building
from God, an eternal house in heaven, not
built by human hands.” (2 Corinthians 5 1)
Regardless of the stormy surroundings, we
believe in God by faith; therefore, we can
face all things with faith. When we face what



happened in the church, we should not just
see the stormy seas around us like Peter did
because then we will sink (Matthew 14:30),
and Jesus will rebuke us, "You little believer
Man, why are you doubting?” (Matthew
14:31) When we fix our eyes on Jesus, we can
see Jesus' power by faith amid turbulences. In
this way, we can be at peace.

Looking at Myself

Peace does not mean ignorance. Closing your
eyes and covering your ears and ignoring
what is happening around you will not solve
anything! That is not peace. As Christians
can be at peace because we know that God is
Good and He is in charge of everything. Even
if we don't know the purpose of his actions,
we still believe that God has His purpose, so
we can be at peace when difficult times come.

God did not cause the problems we have been
facing in our church but when we surrender
to him and allow his glory and honor to work
in us and through us, we will grow through
the trials. He may not tell us, why things
happened as they did, and we may never
know all the parts in play during this season
of our life’s journey. But we do know one
thing, that is, God wants us to learn and grow
closer to him. He may use this situation to
help us recognize our sins, learn humility and
obedience. We may learn to trust him and
seek God’s will for our lives. We need to
quiet our hearts and listen to what he is trying
to say to us personally during this storm.

When 1 did this myself, | felt what God wants
to deal with is my attitude of self-reliance. In
the past, | have repeatedly told people that "I
know how to be a pastor of Chinese churches
in North America." And “my church might
not have a great revival, it doesn’t have a
great crisis either.”

After the turmoil in the church, | can't say
either of these things. | have been a pastor for

27 years. | never considered myself to be an
"expert” still 27 years is a long time, and |
have served different kinds of churches such
as a large church of more than 1,000 people,
a small church with less than 30 people
(church planting), and medium-size churches
of about 200 people. Even though my gifts
are limited, 1 know the duties of a pastor. |
forgot that it is not my strength or my abilities
that allow me to do these things but Grace
and Christ in me.

In addition, my personality is relatively
gentle. | don't like conflicts and so | have
tried to maintain a good relationship with my
coworkers. Before this season of turmoil, |
never had any major problems in my ministry;
I gradually began to think that | could rely on
myself and my own experience. Although I
never thought that "I don't need God," my
habit of self-reliance was an issue God
wanted me to face and learn to trust Him
more.

The theological tradition to which | belong
(Reformed) exalts the glory, grace, and
sovereignty of God, so it should be natural for
me to rely on God and not on self. Even so, |
still relied on my own experience and
personality. 1 was contradicting my own
theological tradition. God dealt with me
head-on when | failed in what | was boasting
about. This situation was bitter. To have this
happening in my church, I felt that I lost face
and was ashamed to face people inside and
outside the church. However, God is still
gracious.

Proverbs 3:11-12 says, "My son, do not
despise the Lord’s discipline, and do not
resent his rebuke, because the Lord
disciplines those he loves, as a father the son
he delights in." Why does God want to
discipline me? Because he loves me. What is
the purpose of God’s discipline for me?
Before this passage, verses 5-7 say "Trust in
the Lord with all your heart and lean not on
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your own understanding; in all your ways
submit to him, and he will make your paths
straight. Do not be wise in your own eyes;
fear the Lord and shun evil." Isn't this what
God wants me to learn?

How can | tell that | have learned a lesson?
First, I won't boast about what I have done or
am doing anymore. Second, | will remember
to ask God for guidance in all areas of my life
because clearly, I cannot rely on myself.
Third, in the things that | do, no matter how
much experience | have, I am still learning
and need to remember to consult my co-
workers because we are a team building this
community together. By the grace of God,
this difficult and challenging time will
become a blessing for me.

In addition to self-reliance, God is also
dealing with my reserved personality. | am
not a talkative person, so there can be a lack
of communication. (Fortunately, 1 can be
talkative when I teach the Bible; how can | be
a pastor otherwise?) | wrote another article in
this magazine, mentioning the change and
subversion of my pastoral philosophy. After
looking back, I found that this has become
one of the main reasons for the obstacles
between me and some former deacons. My
pastoral philosophy has been subverted; | see
myself as a pastor who shepherds people’s
spiritual life and leads people into intimacy
with God, rather than a pastor who
"manages” and "develops™ organizations.

But some coworkers around me may not feel
the same way. | should have been more
transparent about what God was teaching me
so that they can understand my thoughts and
motives. | also should have been more
understanding. However, | just assumed that
they understood my mindset. Even if they
didn’t, I assumed that they would at least
accept my pastoral style. After the church
conflict was over, | began to talk more, not
only about the pastoral philosophy, but also

my experiences in life. 1 am still not
accustomed to this, nor am I naive in thinking
that all people want to hear me tell them these
things about me, but I am committed to
sharing more.

After the church turmoil, one of my regrets
for myself is that | lost my innocence. | was
originally a very simple person, and | have
always been a simple pastor. “Simple” here
means to accept people and not to doubt them
in everything that they do and say, especially
in the church. We serve God because we want
to respond to God's love and grace; how can
people even have the thought of not wanting
someone at the church because this person
has not done a good job?

I have never wanted to choose who my
coworkers are or doubt their motives, but
someone said to me, "You must not have the
intention to hurt others, but you must be on
guard against them." At first, | did not quite
agree because why is it necessary to be on
guard against people in the church? However,
it gradually began to make sense to me. As a
result, | started to lose my innocence. | still
don’t want to doubt people and question their
motives. | try to remind myself that it is more
blessed to be a simple person (even if | suffer
a loss, my life will be happier than being on
guard against people) because "The Lord
protects the unwary; when | was brought low,
he saved me." (Psalm 116:6)

| pray that the Lord will keep us to be simple
always. No matter what kind of confusion
and incomprehension we experience, we
should look for God's goodwill from it, and
firmly believe that as long as we focus on
Jesus, we can see by faith that God has been
in charge of everything! So, just like that
hymn, let us thank God for “roses by the
wayside”, for “thorns their stems contain”,
and for “hope in the tomorrow”. Let us thank
God through all eternity
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Baptismal Testimony

Benjamin Fu

Hi! My name is Ben Fu, I’m currently a
high school sophomore, and as far back as |
can remember, Cherry Hill Chinese Christian
Church has been my second home. | was
exposed to Christianity at a really young age,
so a lot of my earliest memories come from
church, like, attending VBS or singing
various worship songs. Like many others |
assume, | never really understood Jesus and
Christianity during that time, and | more or
less attended church because my parents
would also go. During Sunday School, I
remember learning about David and Goliath
and Jesus’s various miracles, but I never
really took these lessons into my heart. At this
time, even though | probably would've called
myself a believer, | didn't understand the
deeper meaning of what it meant to be a
follower in Christ. Eventually, as | progressed
through the children’s ministry, I began to get
bored with the lessons we learned at church,
making attending church feel almost like a
homework assignment. So  naturally,
whenever there was an opportunity to skip
church, | took it, forgetting all the things I
learned about Jesus and why attending church
is so important.

To be honest, throughout my life so far,
there hasn't really been a defining moment
that can completely encompass my testimony.
For me, it wasn't just a message or even a
retreat that brought me to Christ. Personally,

it took thousands of prayers, probably
hundreds of messages, and quite honestly
numerous times of repentance but eventually
falling back to my old ways, to finally come
to terms with my sins and just decide to
commit myself to Christ. Basically, what I’'m
getting at is that my faith hasn’t been at all
smooth sailing. In fact, it's been the opposite.

A well-known saying is that our faith
resembles a treacherous mountain, with
temptations at every corner, disastrous issues
that can sprout at any moment, and people
lurking everywhere leading us elsewhere.
During my middle school days, there were
times where, for me, climbing to the top of
this mountain seemed hopeless. With all my
flaws and sinfulness, I sometimes would
forget about trying to climb this mountain at
all, thinking there’s no need or there’s no
point. It wasn't just my faith that struggled
during this time, | also felt like during this
time | became a negative person. | always saw
darkness in this world, and when | made
mistakes, | would always just blame the
others around me. Along with this, | was
plagued with so many doubts during this time.
One of them being, that God doesn’t love me
or really care for me at all. If he really loves
me, [ thought during this time, shouldn’t he at
least try to contact me or give me a sense of
guidance? Why has God made trusting in him
so difficult 1 would think, and why has he set

74



up this mountain so meticulously for me, if he
just wanted to witness me give up?
Throughout my days attending middle school,
whenever | hit a rough patch in my life or if
something didn’t go my way, I felt as if God
deserted me, forgotten me, and left me like |
was a drop in his sea of followers. Although |
would get an occasional spiritual high, usually
from a retreat, my relationship with God was
filled with doubts.

This past year when | was a high school
freshman, | attended a Christian retreat called
Quest for Life. It wasn’t my first time
attending that retreat, and actually my third
time, so I didn’t think much of it or that it
would really influence my life at all. From the
previous years I’ve spent there, I kind of
developed a cycle in my faith. Essentially, at
the end of every year, | would feel super close
to God, confessing my sins to him, and pretty
much worshiping him every time | could.
However, every time this would only last
maybe a week with no real commitment.
After that, | would return back to my old self,
oftentimes not praying, or even forgetting
God completely. In this third year, | again felt
extremely moved from the pastor’s messages,
and it felt like my faith had been restored.
During this time, I recollected my experiences
from the past year and how far | had fallen
from God. On the final day of that retreat,
when my faith felt as strong as ever, | told
myself that | not only needed to turn back to
God, but I also needed to make a commitment
with myself to Christ. Otherwise, | would just
fall back into the same old pattern and
eventually turn away from God. When | made
this commitment, | felt like a huge burden was
being lifted off me, and even though
commitments take time to develop, | felt like

| was as close to God as someone could
possibly be. The feeling is hard to describe,
but in a sense, it felt like I had finally found
God and a new deeper meaning in my life. It
honestly was really surprising too, as |
expected turning back to God be hard, like
trying to get someone you betrayed to forgive
you, but actually, it was probably one of the
easiest things I've done in my life. Throughout
my life, I feel like I’ve been searching for God,
not only doubting his love for us but also
scouring the ends of the earth just to get a
glimpse of him. In reality, I didn’t even need
to search for God, because he’s always been
right next to me, inviting me to join his vast
kingdom.

After the retreat and committing myself
to God, | began reading the bible more and
truly trying to dedicate myself to Christ.
Overall, I feel like this commitment has
changed me, to not only have a better outlook
on life, but also just to love my surroundings
and appreciate everything God has given me.
I can’t say the dedication has been completely
easy too, and most likely, there still will be
many more cliffs and temptations on my
journey with Christ. Despite this, | know God
is a loving God, and that through all my trials
he will be with me, guiding over all my
actions. I also know that I’m a sinner which is
something that I can never fix. As Christians,
sometimes our faith can seem powerless.
Sometimes it doesn’t even feel like God is
with us, as terrible things almost always still
happen. God tells us otherwise though, as
Matthew 17:20 reads: “for truly | say to you,
if you have faith the size of a mustard seed,
you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from
here to there,” and it will move, and nothing
will be impossible to you.” Regardless of the
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circumstance, God will always be with us, and
as long as we continue to believe and put our
faith in him, anything is possible. Our faith,
no matter how small it may seem, is powerful,

and even though climbing the long mountain
of faith may seem impossible, it really isn’t,
for like a Shepherd, God leads us every step
of the way there. Thank you!
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Baptismal Testimony

Michael Tian

Hello, my name is Michael Tian. | have
been going to this church for 12 years, and up
to these past two years, church didn’t mean
anything to me. Being born into a Christian
family, going to church wasn’t something I
wanted to do, but it was something that I had
to do. When | was little, my motivation to get
up and go to church was to play tag with my
friends. But first, 1 would have to sit through
an hour of Sunday School and an hour of
worship. I would memorize all the bible
stories and verses and sing all the songs like
they asked me too. But they meant nothing to
me. | thought that | was a Christian, but I
certainly was not. At school, I didn’t act like
a Christian should act either.

Then, when | was old enough to go to
Pilgrim camp, | dreaded our worship sessions,
and sat through them just so I could go play in
the sandbox or play with Legos. When |
finally was old enough, after 3 years of
staying in the cottage (6-9), | moved up to the
village (10-13). Some of my friends came to
Pilgrim camp too. But I still didn’t listen to
the lessons. In my third year of being in the
village, | finally paid some attention to the
testimonies of other counselors and campers.
One counselor was caught in a fire, and barely
got out alive. He had skin grafts all over his
arms, and he was one of the happiest people |

have ever met. During the worship sessions,
he was always closing his eyes and
worshipping, and he was always so nice to his
campers, even if they misbehaved. | was
wondering, how are you so positive?
Shouldn’t you be angry that you were caught
in the fire? But instead of looking down, he
always stayed optimistic, because he truly
believed and loved Christ. | wanted to be like
that, as | usually look at the worst case
scenario. In the middle of camp, two kids
from China came, and they were twins. At the
end of Pilgrim Camp, they were baptized in
the lake and each gave a very simple, but
meaningful testimony. | was really touched
that they wanted to be with Christ, after only
knowing him for a week. They got baptized
because they knew that they were sinners and
they wouldn’t be able to be baptized once they
returned to China.

Camp ended, and | went home, and | felt
the same. Life went on. However, | began to
pay more attention to the sermons at church. |
learned more about God’s amazing love. The
thing that truly amazed me in the Bible is
God’s ability to forgive. In Romans 5:8 it
states “But God demonstrates his own love for
us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ
died for us.” I know that I’'m a sinner, and I
always will be. It touches me that God will
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still love me, no matter what. baptism class I asked myself, “Do [ want to be
a Christian? Do | truly understand that | am a
sinner? Did | repent, and do | want to have
God’s love and forgiveness? And do I want
him to be a part of me?” I’ve answered these
questions now. | do.

| thought back to some of the small
pieces of sermons | heard from retreats, about
how God protects us, gives us second chances,
and how he provides. Before deciding to take
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Baptismal Testimony

Nathan Lau

Hello, my name is Nathan Lau and this
is my testimony. I’ve been to church my
whole life. When | was younger the thing
bringing me to church was my friends. Even
though | paid attention in church, I still
wanted to see my friends over learning about
God.

| kept going to church every week, but
| never knew the true meaning of going to
church. But then in third grade, | felt
something click. I don’t know what happened,
but it was good. After the incident, I actually
started paying attention in class and learned
about Jesus more and more. This was when |
started going to church for the right reasons,
but I still needed to read the bible every day.
The bible is important like in Psalms 119: 105
it reads, “Your word is a lamp for my feet, a
light on my path.” This shows that you need
the word to guide you through life. And this
was what | was missing.

In my first year of youth, it was kind
of the same as the following years, thinking |
was good and | knew every part of
Christianity, and also thinking | had every
part of Christianity.

Then one day pastor Daniel said to
everyone that people should repent now and
don’t look back. He told everyone to close

their eyes and whoever wanted to repent
should go to the back of the room. So | went
to the back of the room almost crying. Pastor
Dave Burt helped me repent and pray to God
that 1 would repent and always trust in him. |
still to this day pray to God about everything.

Also another incident was at NYSC this
year. This touched my heart and | felt very
spiritually high. This changed me and |
wanted to be more like older brothers and
sisters there and learn more about God. This
made me want to read the Bible every day and
still try to do it daily. Now I try to follow Jesus
wherever I am. Whether I’m at school or even
having fun with my friends. I still try my best
to not disobey his laws. Thank you for
listening to my testimony.
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