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Institute of Theological Seminars FEHTRT

BIB 109 #rigrise
NEW TESTMENT THEOLOGY

FaREt#] Syllabus April, 2013 (2 credits) BT EHMHEN Rev. Caleb Huang

. BEHAZE Course Description

Study of the major themes of New Testament theology, the distinctive contributions of the
biblical authors, the theological relationship of the Old Testament to the New Testament
and the understanding of the meaning of selected topics, such as: the “Kingdom of God™
on synoptic gospels, the integral relationship of NT theology to the ideas of the kingdom
and new creation “life” in John’s writings, “the old has gone, the new has come” in

Pauline epistles, etc.

II. #&E  Course Text

$E14 (George E. Ladd) » " #r#5##E2 | (A Theology of the New Testament by Eerdmans,
Grand Rapids, MI, 1974) (_|) ()« &t : th#EgE ez HEGit - 1984-1986.
Marshall, I. Howard, New Testament Theology: Many Witnesses, One Gospel. Downers
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2004. B » BIOIAESE T EREEIOME > %
T 25 > 2006 ©

III.  BZERAHT Course Schedule

1. The relationship between the New Testament theology and Systemic Theology

2. Various themes from the Synoptic Gospels, John’s writings, and Paul’s epistles, and
their relationships

3. The development of NT-theology (Ladd 3-16)

The significance of the Kingdom of Heaven (Ladd 57-68)

What is the meaning of “the Kingdom of Heaven has been forcefully advancing”

(Ladd 73-83)

The interpretation of the Kingdom Parables (Ladd 99-110)

The Parables of the coming of the Kingdom of Heaven

The ethics of the Kingdom of Heaven (I) (Ladd 133-145)

The ethics of the Kingdom of Heaven (II)

10. Kingdom of Heaven and Church (Ladd 151-193)
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11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22,
23.

24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

Iv.

Christology of the Synoptic Gospel (I) (Ladd 151-193)

Christology of the Synoptic Gospels (II)

A comparison of the Synoptic Gospels and the Gospel of John (Ladd 245-252)
John’s discussion on life, belief, and knowledge (Ladd 297-305; 317-324)
John’s Christology (I) (Ladd 277-291)

John’s Christology (II)

John’s Christology (III)

John’s discussion on “Truth” and the “Spirit of Truth” (Ladd 306-313; 337-348)
John’s discussion on “Christian Life”

The background and centrality of Paul’s thought (Ladd 421-459)

Paul’s view of the world and his view on law (Ladd 465-477; 595-609)

Paul’s discussion on Christ’s divine nature (Ladd 481-496)

Paul’s discussion on the work of Christ: the Redemption of Sin, Justification, and
reconciliation (Ladd 501-538)

Paul’s doctrine of man and doctrine of sin

Paul’s discussion on Sanctification (I) (Ladd 573-588)

Paul’s discussion on Sanctification (II)

Paul’s discussion on Predestination

Paul’s discussion on Christ and Church (Ladd 639-655)

Paul’s discussion on Christian Life (marriage, women, gifts, and politics)
New Testament Eschatology (Ladd 221-237; 253-362; 661-678)

FRfEEESRK  Course Requirements

Overview:
Class Lecture 21 hrs
Preparation before classes 42 hrs

Preparatory questions
Required reading & reports

Term paper 35 hrs
Total 98 hrs
Details:
a. Short Reports: Select 7 questions from Section VII “Homework Problems on
NT Theology” and write at least 400 words for each answer............... 50%
b. An essay: Write approximately 3,000 words on any topic chosen from Section
VI, suggested ESSay tOPICS. .euvueerireereienneneneriiiiieiiaianiinanncneiinns 50%
¢.  Guideline for Submitting the Assignments:




To save time for the grading process and correspondence, the preferred method
of submission for this class is through email. Therefore, unless it is not
possible, you are asked to submit your assignments by through emails. The
email address is as follows:

calebhuang@rccc.org

Submit by:

July 7, 2013
(Please print your email address on all attached reports and papers. Late

submission may result in point deduction).

V. Suggested Essay Topics

@ Discuss the relationship of the Kingdom of Heaven, the Kingdom of God,
and Salvation.

® Discuss and analyze four different translations of “the Kingdom of Heaven
has been forcefully advancing” (Matthew 11:12).

® Explain the principles of interpreting parables and apply them to one
parable of your choice.

® The usc of the word “Righteousness” in the Gospel according to Matthew.

® Discuss the various interpretations of the Sermon on the Mount.

® Give the background and significance of the Beatitudes of the Sermon on
the Mount.

® Study Jesus’ self-claim as the “Son of Man.”

®  Study the background of the thought patterns behind John’s theology.

® Study John’s Christology.

® Study John’s discussion on the work of the Holy Spirit.

® John’s discussion on “belief” and the significance of “knowledge.”

® Paul’s discussion on Conscience.

® Paul’s use of “Flesh.”

® Paul’s viewpoint on “Law.”

® Paul’s discussion on the ways of sanctification for Christians.

® Paul’s view on marriage (celibacy, marriage, divorce, remarriage; 1

Corinthians 7; Ephesians 5, etc.).

® Paul’s discussion on the role of women in church (covering the head,
preaching, etc.).

® The relationship between Paul and mysticism.

® Paul’s discussion of the Day of the Lord and the Man of Lawlessness (2



Thessalonians 2:1-12).

®  Study Paul’s discussion on Predestination (Ephesians 1:1-14; Galatians
1:15; Romans 8:29-30; 9-11).

® Paul’s discussion on “speaking in tongues” (1 Corinthians 12-14).

®  Other approved topics.

VI. Homework Problems on NT Theology

Chapter 2
1. What is the significance of John’s prediction on Jesus’ baptism? (What is the

meaning of the “Holy Spirit and fire”? The meaning of repentance?)
. What is the basis for John’s baptism?
3. According to Matthew 11:2-15, what is the role and position of John the Baptist?
What is the difference between Jesus’ title according to the Synoptic Gospels and the
Gospel of John, as called by John the Baptist? What difficulties arise from it and

how was it resolved?

Chapter 3
1. Explain the development of the Jewish concept of “this life” and the “next life” and

its relationship to the Kingdom of God.
What is Jesus’ worldview?
3. What is Jesus’ view of man?

Chapter 4
1. Study the Scripture and note the contexts of the “Kingdom of God” and the

“Kingdom of Heaven” according to the New Testament.

2. Isthere any difference between the “Kingdom of Heaven” and the “Kingdom of
God™?

/ 3.  What is the relationship between entering the “Kingdom of Heaven,
and having eternal life?

4.  What are the meanings of the following terms:

® The “old liberalism”
Consistent eschatology

29 ¢¢ k4

salvation,’

Realized eschatology
Dispensationalist
The kingdom view of already-but-not-yet eschatology



Chapter 5
1.  Study Matthew 11:12 (“the Kingdom of Heaven has been forcefully advancing and

forceful men lay hold of it”) from the following versions of the Bible: Union
version, New Translation, Modern Chinese Translation, NIV, NASB, and Greek, if
possible.

2.  Using Synoptic Gospels to explain the fact of the Kingdom of God:
already-but-not-yet.

Chapter 7 @
What is the chief principle on the interpretation of parables?

/ 1.
/ 2.  What does it mean by “the mystery of the Kingdom of Heaven™?
3. Explain the following two parables: the parable of the mustard seed (Matthew

13:31-32) and the parable of the hidden treasure (Matthew 13:44).

Chapter 8
1. Briefly describe the major difference between the Kingdom of Heaven and Church

2. What do the following two terms signify: the “Rock” and the “Key” (Matthew
16:18-19)

Chapter 9 (% j
/1. Is the “Sermon on the Mount” Law or Gospel? (Matthew 5:10, 20, 26; 7:21-23)

Is man’s salvation based on grace and because of faith? Or is salvation because of
good work?

2.  Explain the use of the word “Righteousness” on the Sermon the Mount.

3.  The relationship between Jesus Christ and the Old Testament law (Matthew 5:17-18;
21-22,27-28, 31-32, 33-34, 38-39, 43-44).

4. How to coordinate “personal ethics” and “social ethics” (how to apply the following
verses in your country and society: do not resist an evil person, give to the one who

asks you, do not swear, turn the other cheek, and do not kill)

Chapter 10-14 /4
1. Try to analyze the usage of the following terms in the Gospels and the Epistles in

order to testify the historical reliability of the Gospels: Christ, Son of Man, Son of

God, and Lord.
/2.  What is the most common title that the Lord Jesus used on Himself while he was on

earth? What did he use it?



Chapter 15
1. Reconcile the following description of the coming of the Kingdom of God:

imminence, delay, and uncertainty.

Chapter 16 (17 )
/1. Explain the many differences between the Gospel of John and the Synoptic Gospels.

Chapter 18
1. What is the significance of the unique self-claim “I am” in an absolute form? (John

8:24, 28, 58; 13:19)

Chapter 19 (_ @
) /"' 1.  What are the different themes of the Gospel of John and the Synoptic Gospels?

What is the relationship between them?

2. What is the meaning of the “Truth” on the Gospel of John™?

3.  What is the meaning of the following terms from the perspective of the Gospel of
John: believing, knowing, trusting, and following.

Questions on Paul’s Theology

Chapter 27 @
1.  What is the major change of Paul’s thought due to the experience on the Road of

Damascus?
J 2.  Whatis the relationship between the centrality of Paul’s thought and that of Jesus’
teaching?

Chapter 28
1. Based on Paul’s writing, find out the relationship between revelation and tradition.

2. What is the major purpose of Paul’s quotation of the Old Testament and the manner
he quotes them?

Chapter 29 @
J'1.  Whatisthe relationship between Paul’s discussion on the “world has been crucified

on the cross” and “no longer are in slavery under the basic principles of the world”?
2. What kind of condition is a man who is living outside Christ?



Chapter 30 (|0
1. Why was it said that the total meaning of the “historical Jesus” is included in the
proclamation of “the risen Christ™?
"\A. Explain the major question concerning “Christology” in Philippians 2:6-11 and
what interpretations would you find acceptable?

Chapter 31 é
Give a brief summary of Paul’s Doctrine of Atonement.

J 2. Explain the various interpretations on “a sacrifice of atonement” (Romans 3:25).
With which explanation do you agree?

Chapter 32
1. Explain the word “Righteousness” in “Justification by Faith.,” Does this

righteousness exist only in concept or also in reality? What is the reason for both?
2. Is it man that nceds to be reconciled with God, or is it God Himsclf that nceds to
reconcile with man? Who should initiate the reconciliation? Explain.

Chapter 33
1. Briefly explain the rationale behind those that believe that Paul gave a “holistic

view” on the Doctrine of Man. Or the reason against it. (Chose one.)
2. Based on ethics, what is the meaning of Paul’s discussion on “flesh”? Refute “the

ethical dualism” and Bultmann’s explanation of it.

Chapter34 (o)
1.  Explain the relationship between the following terms: “in Adam”, “in the flesh”, “in

Christ”, and “in the Holy Spirit”.
/ 2.  Explain the meaning of the following terms: “the Lord is the Spirit” (2 Corinthians
3:17) and “the last Adam, a life-giving spirit” (1 Corinthians 15:45).

Chapter 35
1.  Explain the function of law and its relationship with the Israelites and God in the

Old Testament.
2. After Paul’s conversion, explain the relationship between Christians and the law

and non-Christians and the law.



Chapter36 (17

1.  Using the perspective of eschatological judgment, what is Paul’s doctrine on
Christian life?
What is Paul’s doctrine on Christian life based on the principle of eating sacrificial

A

offerings?

Chapter 37 (1)
1.  Describe the operation and the polity of the churches that Paul built.
\/2. What is the relationship of God’s people in the Old Testament and God’s church in

the New Testament based on Paul’s doctrine?

Chapter 38
1.  What is Paul’s discussion on “intermediate dwelling” based on 2 Corinthians

5:1-10.

2. What is Paul’s discussion on “mystery of lawlessness” (2 Thessalonians 2:3-8)?
3. Is there any development of Paul’s viewpoint on death? Explain.
4. Why does Ladd conclude that Paul is a post tribulation pre-millennia list? What is

your opinion?
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EXRigE11:12

“...the kingdom of heaven

Bidtetor and Buaotal dprafovoly admy "

— .Bidleror=1%H
1."Suffering violence" or "being attacked"
1)...suffers violence in that violent men seek to rob other
men of the Kindgom of God.
2)...is being attacked by evil spiritual powers...
2."Is being compelled to come"
1)The revolutionary Zealots (violent men) are trying to
seize the kingdom and to compel its coming by illegiti-

mate means.
2)...is compelled to come by the preaching of Jesus and His

disciples (men of violence)
3."Is being seized forcibly" or "is being taken by storm"
1)by those who are condemned by Jesus (a violent.throng)
2)by those who are commended by Jesus (eager friends)
4."Is brought forward forcefully"
...by John and Jesus, and forceful people, those who are
commended by Jesus, seize it.
5."Is suffering violence of interpretation”
...and those who understand the kingdom in the same way
-- are the ones who snatch it away.

— .Budleton=FRE
1. ...has been forcefully advancing, and violent men have been
trying to plunder it. ( Biaoctal in the bad sense)
2. ...has been forcefully advancing, and forceful men lay hold

of it. ( Biaotol in the good sense) NIV

% L= 2mieE.
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