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Is there a lasting value?

It has been a while since I received Christ as
my personal Savior back in my senior year in
high school and during that time, I had been
searching for something that would last. I was
pondering with questions like, where did I
come from? Where do I go after I die? If there
was not any permanent purpose in life, why
should I fight so hard and work for a living on
this earth, if everything is only temporary?

My period of searching for answers was for a
few years and I read many of the books on
Existentialism and other religions and checked
out other religions through the Catholic
Church, Mormon, Buddhism, and Islamic
temples. My heart was so focused on finding
the “eternal life” that could answer many of my
questions into something of a reality. It was so
disappointed when each of the religions I
studied concluded that human were all limited
at the very core of their being.

My youth life

All the curiosity and dying for the truth
concerning life after death started when I lost
my dear mother at nine years old and there
were only four nails that sealed her coffin that
separated us forever. There was no proper
good-bye or warning as it happened abruptly
as she was taken to the hospital and never
came back. Five of us siblings were attended to
by two nannies at home and everything began
changed from that point on.

God called me as His loved one

When the Holy Spirit called upon me during
one of the gospel meetings in the high school

[

Esther Yu

fellowship, I simply responded and accepted
Jesus as my Savior. I did not feel anything
special but my heart was searching for God and
asked for His presence. At that time, my life
style was very free (my father left for Hong
Kong to live his own life) and I hung out with
friends whose parents were too busy in the
business world and didn’t have much time for
their children. One night, I went home and
stood in the small bedroom, and the Holy
Spirit had such a revelation in my heart, and
exposed all of my sins and I could not do
anything but kneel down. I confessed my sins
even when I was very young when I took my
father’s money from his suit each time when he
asked me to get cigarettes from his pocket, I
borrowed my teacher’s books and did not
return them to him...borrowed my friend’s
clothes when I played in a drama. Every
detailed sin was exposed in my heart. I then
knew that God was answering my prayers and
He would not go on without listening to even
the smallest of my requests.

I started to write to my father and told him
about my wrongdoing in my youth and shared
with him about Jesus. Getting all the stuff out
that God had convicted me of, and I started
writing apology letters to the people I had
offended.

God answers prayers in His timing and I
continued to trust Him according to His word.
“But if we confess our sins, he is faithful
and righteous, forgiving us our sins and
cleansing us from all unrighteousness.” 1
John 1:9. Following Jesus is an act of faith and
obedience. There were so many more
questions that popped up and surfaced during
this time, so I took them to my God for the
answers. One of the questions was, “God, why
are there so many people suffering? “

I began to understand that the God I put my
4



faith in is a HUGE GOD and there are going to
be moments that I could not comprehend His
ways and His wisdom. As a child of His, He
will always answer what I need to know, when I
need to know it, and tell me my directions. I
used to control and fight for everything since
there was no adults around to help me to grow
and I needed to fend for myself for what I
needed.

Betraying God

Many mistakes were made out of my own
desire and flesh and would not let God be God.
Thinking of losing out on fun was to satisfy my
own needs; letting go of my own desire and
flesh made me feel trapped. “their troubles
multiple, they desire other gods...Lord,
you give me stability and prosperity; you
make my future secure.” Psalm 16: 4-5.
The enemy enticed me in many different forms
to suit my own desires. I felt that I was in
control and it turned out that some gods had
the throne of my heart! Ungodly relationships
seemed small to begin with but they led to a
bigger battle in the end. Did I win or lose in
the battles of my own choice? The answer was
obvious. I was not geared to win simply
because of my underestimation of the enemy.
It ended up that I was unprepared for the
battles. I did not realize that I already had the
mark of the Holy Spirit and I had no business
with the king of the world, Satan. Yet I was
living my life like I was not even saved by His
grace.

“My prayer is not that you take them out
of the world but that you protect them
from the evil one. They are not of the
world, even as I am not of it.” John 17:15-
16

I remember one day when I was sitting at my
desk with such a burden in my heart and I
asked God to forgive me and I was willing to
surrender all to Him. I had prayed for a while
and God seemed so distant. I continued to cry
out to Him knowing that I was so unworthy of
His love again. God even used the enemy to
straighten my path to a level ground. Without
the enemy I would never know how proud I
was, and I was so confident in myself of
making all the choices in my life, however, it
only slowly led me farther away from Him.

“He reached down from on high and
took hold of me; he drew me out of deep
waters...He rescued me from my
powerful enemy...They confronted me in
the day of my disaster, but the Lord was
my support...He brought me out into a
spacious place; he rescued me because
he delighted in me.” Psalm 18:16-19

Battling for Victory

“You, dear children, are from God and
have overcome them, because the one
who is in you is greater than the one
who is in the world.” 1 John 4:4

“Now in a great house there are not only
vessels of gold and silver but also of
wood and clay, some for honorable use,
some for dishonorable. Therefore, if
anyone cleanses himself from what is
dishonorable, he will be a vessel for
honorable use, set apart as holy, useful
to the master of the house, ready for
every good work.” 2 Timothy 2:20-21

He already won the battles for all of us, ALL
battles ended at the cross.

I no longer need to fight my own battles. A
greater King has defeated the unmet answer
for the entire history; He overcame death once
and for all. The resurrection power in Him is
also in me; not to be discounted in any shape
or form. He left such abundant directions to
me through His word that I could just learn
and obey the general’s commands in order to
experience the victory knowing Him and
surrendering my all.

Every bit of the growing pains and experiences
built me up and gave me a glimpse of His
being; His unconditional love, faithfulness,
patience, and wisdom. There is much more for
me to observe and to obey for the rest of my life
on this earth.

Called to Serve

“For we are his workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand, that we should

5



walk in them.” Ephesians 2:10

When I was working in Bell Laboratories I
began to watch how corporate politics were
demonstrated among my peers and how people
were manipulated through these complicated
power struggles which became the main focus
of corporate culture.

I knew that I would not want to be part of the
political games and I prayed my God to train
me up like He did in Joseph’s life; giving me an
upright heart with integrity. First, God began
to prepare me in the many hardships in my
working environment. Secondly, I knew there
was little I could do since our schedule and
deadlines for each of the deliverables was very
tight and I could only rely on His wisdom in
dealing with all levels of people, each with a
different mindset.

When I surrendered my fear of wanting to be
successful and then surrendered my entire
career into His mighty hands, the management
team began to notice the consistency in
execution, creativity of developing solutions

and humility working with others to carry out
the plans. I experienced that all the goodness
came from our God; after all, He is the source
of ALL wisdom. I needed not to worry about
my work performance rankings since each year
I was ranked outstanding, all thanks be to God!

Deep in my heart I understood that God put
me there for His own purpose; I started to have
some opportunities to share the gospel with a
few female friends that God had brought to me.
I was able to use the break times I had
regularly to teach them about Jesus and I
witnessed the changes in their lives and their
marriages. Many of them now serve God at
different churches.

It will never be enough to serve God. God
allow small bumps in the road between highs
and lows for building our characters to fit His
work and we are becoming His channel of
blessings to reach others.

I would always treasure such an unmatched
love that He could love such a wretch like me.
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Member of Cherry Hill Chinese Christian Church

Bryan Turner

As a member of Cherry Hill Chinese
Christian Church I would like to take
the opportunity to talk about my
experiences with the Church in light
of the church’ s coming 11"
anniversary. | was not a member of
this church when it started, however
I have been a member for about 5
years. My wife first came to this
church when we moved to New Jersey in
late 2008. Shortly after that, my
wife, daughter and I joined the
church because we felt the Lord
calling us to service.

At the time we joined the
church I was going to seminary and I
became a Sunday school teacher for
the English Adult class - a class I
still teach. Back then the English
ministry was a little smaller than it
1s today, but my wife and I both
helped out because we believed that
God would bless not only the English
ministry but the church as a whole.
My wife worked with the children at
times and we occasionally went to
Gospel camps or retreats with the
Youth and adults. Shortly after I
joined the church I began preaching
periodically in the English service
and also helping the praise bands
with music. [ have really enjoyed

watching the Youth grow spiritually
over the last b5 years and I believe
that many more Youth will be touched
by this church in the years to come.
One of my desires has been to see the
adult attendance grow in the English
ministry and I have watched that
happen slowly over time.

Recently, as Pastor Yu became
the senior pastor of the church I
believe the church has been brought
into a greater unity. [ see a new
start for the church as a whole and
the attendance i1s growing. [ would
like to see the church form more
outreach programs to reach the lost
over the next few years. It will take
dedication on the part of all of us.
I have confidence however, because I
believe that God handed this church
over to the Chinese for a reason. I
believe God has called us to advance
His kingdom to people of all colors
and ethnic backgrounds who feel left
out in this life. We can reach them
through Love and sincerity. This is a
vision for the future that we need. I
am happy to be a member of this
church community and 1if vyou are
considering joining us - we will
embrace you and care for you.
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