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And be not conformed to this world:
but be ye transformed by the renewing of
your mind, that ye may prove what is that
good, and acceptable, and perfect, will
of God. (NIV)
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Special

Everyone is special in his own way
It doesn’t matter what others think or say
You might believe that no matter how hard you try
You'll never touch the sky

You might believe that you’ll never fly

But you’re wrong and | can tell you why
God created everyone thinking carefully in mind
S0 you're special no matter what reason you find
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Sichuan Memo

Going into the great Sichuan Province of China this
year, | was not very optimistic. | didn’'t want to be
there in the first place, but had been dragged there
by my family. | had no choice; my entire family
was going to Sichuan, where else could | go for
two weeks? What was my excuse for not wanting
to go? “I'm not ready.” “I'm not spiritually ready.”
“l don'’t feel a conviction to help these people.” I
don't feel that God wanted me to go there.” “I'm
just a kid, how can | help these people?” But of
course, I'm an excellent liar. The real reason | didn’t
want to go was that | was selfish. | bad planned to
join the swimming team for my school next
semester, but the last time | swam in a competition
was more than several years ago. So | wanted to
spend the summer swimming, and to start training
as soon as possible. | wanted to learn computer
animation, because | felt that | needed a hobby
other than eating. | wanted to learn ahead in my
mathematics for school, because | was jealous of
all those people who had better grades than me. |
felt that there wasn’'t enough time for me to find
something to put on my college resume. | felt that
vacation at this point in life was detrimental, and
did not realize that my parents just wanted to
open my eyes to the rest of the world. All in all,
I didn’t make any thought for anyone else.

And yet, thousands of miles from home, | sat
in an unfamiliar bus and waited for a three hour
car ride, from the airport to our hotel in Long
Chuan, to end.

I would spend the first evening eating with
the other families who came to join us on the trip.
| met the Suns’ from North Carolipa and | met a

L awrence Feng

boy named Jeffrey from the Trinity church in
Pennsylvania. | had already met Allen several
months earlier, a fifth grader from Trinity. And
besides from these three families, there was Jia
Hong, a member of our own church, and my own
family. Then, we all returned to our own hotel
rooms on the twelfth floor.

The following morning, | woke up at around 5
AM, from jetlag. My father was also awake, and
was trying to figure out how to get the Internet to
work on our laptop. | lay in bed, wondering what
the school | was assigned to teach at would be like.
At around 7:30 AM my father and | went to
breakfast, and ate until 8:00, when the principal of
the school came to pick us up. | canp’t remember
clearly enough, but | also think that was the day |
met Anpna Lamm, an American lady who worked at
the University of North Carolina’s International
Affairs Office (I think...) She grew up in Hong
Kong, and spoke very good Mandarin. She would
be working at the same school as my father and I.
We would be the only three teachers at that

school.

An hour drive later, we arrived at our
middle/bigh school, - ¥, or, the Seventh High
School. It was close to 9 AM, and we were
preparing to meet with our students. At 9:10 AM,
we arrived inp our classroom, which was on the
third floor of the class building. On the way, |
could hear the students giggling and whispering in
awe of Anna. Evidently, they had never seen a
“real” foreigner (which did not include my father
and me). There were loud whispers of “ £ “}”, a
term the Chinese use for foreigners. The first class

period began, Anna left to her classroom, and my

35



father and | took another. Then, the students came
swarming into the classroom, each one carrying bis
or her stool. | didn’t understand why they had to
do this. It wasp’t until later, that | was told that
the school could not afford enough chairs to fill
every classroom. So the students each carried his

or her stool from their first class to the next.

As the students quickly found a place to put
their stools and sit down, one boy remained
standing. | remember glancing at him, and reading
his eyes. He did not have a chair. He had come
straight from homeroom, and (I think) had
forgotten his stool. | quickly took my computer and
camera bag off the chair it was occupying, tossed
the chair into my hand, and easily lifted the chair
to him. Don’t get me wrong, that chair was VERY
light, and did not require much effort to lift it. But
all the students there gasped and made sounds of
wonder. Apparently, | had performed some kind of
difficult feat. It wasn't until then did | realize just
how malnourished those children were. Since some
of those “children” were half my height... and the
same age as me. | couldn'’t believe it. | had heard
rumors and stereotypes that the people of Sichuan
were not so tall, but that was ridiculous. That could
not just be from stereotypes, it had to have also
been from lacking in nutrition. So, it explains why
they all thought my father and | were brothers, and
that | was in my mid- twenties.

During the four days that | taught, my father
told me a story of a friend of his from bhis
childhood. There was a student who brought bis
lunch to school every day because he couldn’t
afford the school’s lunches. His mother would give
him a bowl of rice and a big spoonful of Fi s
(Hot sauce). And he would eat it every day and cry
while eating it.

Our first class was a fiasco. We had techpical

issues all throughout with our computer, which |
could not figure out until the end of the period.
For the first half of the day, we couldn’t quite
figure out the level of English the freshmen could
speak, so it didp’t go too well. The second half

was anp improvement.

The next day went much better. My father
and | taught a different grade of students. The first
day, we taught (the American equivalent of)
freshmen. The second day, we taught juniors. Their
English was better (though not by much) than the
first day’'s classes’. We got through the material
very smoothly, and even had extra time to explain
the bhistory behind the song, Amazing Grace. All
the students were fascinated by the story. It was a
story | didn’t even know.

After our last class of the second day, a
teary-eyed girl came back into our classroom; she
was trying to hold back tears. She went to each
desk and checked the inside of it. | went up to her
and ask what she was looking for. She, without
looking me in the eye, whispered “+ 4.” She had
left her cell phone in our classroom the period
before, and was here looking for it now. My father
and | went up and down the aisles looking for the
cell phone. We didn’t find it. She began crying in
earpest now, and we tried to comfort her. That's
when | took a good look at her. She was two years
older than me, looked like every other student, but
she had a cell phone. | wasp’t sure what that
meant, but | guessed that she was somewhat
better off than the majority of the other students.
Here we were in the countryside, and this girl had
a cell phone. But then, | realized something. She
might be a little luckier than her classmates, but
that didn't mean anything. She was blessed to
have a cell phone. And from the way she was
crying | understood two things would probably
happen: first, she would be bharshly punished by
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her parents; second, she would not receive another

cell phone for a very long time.

Two months later, | was at the Pennsylvania
Hospital folding gowns for patients in the Small
Procedures Upit with two other volunteers. We
were talking about our lives at home. Somehow the
conversation turned to the matter of allowances.
When | told my counterparts that | receive 20
dollars a month, they were appalled. Apparently
this is a form of cruelty to them. Then they almost
called Child Aid when they saw my cell phone,
which was a free AT&T phone from 2008. It was
then that | thought of the crying girl from the
Seventh High school. At that moment, | would have
done anything to give her twenty dollars a month
and a cell phone.

The next day went pretty similar to the day
before, we got through the material pretty smoothly
but we only got to Amazing Grace in the last class.
The day after this, (which would be the last day of

teacbir)g) we would teach the teachers about our

culture and schools.

| went to Sichuan as a teacher, but | learped
more than | taught. | learned that China wasn't as
modern and prosperous as | thought it was. |
learned that having a place to sit is a privilege that
needs to be earned. | learned that lifting a chair
isp’t quite as simple of a task as | thought it was.
| learned that the sandwiches | bring to school are
a luxury to those people. | learned that, to them, a
lost cell phone is an unrecoverable fortune. But
most of all, | learned that | need more help than
these people do. | leamned that | live in a society so

blessed that | have become blind.

| think that | will go back to Sichuan next
year. There are some things that cannot be taught
by teachers or textbooks. There are some things in
life that you have to witness yourself in order to
understand. And | still have a lot of things to
understand.

Relief Map of China
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Missions Trip

| really love going to China. | can buy things that |
can’t get in America and there are so many places to
play! But for the first time, | was nervous about
going to China in June 2011. This time my reason for
going to China was different than before. | wasn’t
going there to play or visit family but instead to
teach English and spread the gospel. | was still really
excited by the fact that | was going to China, but |
couldn’t overcome the worry that | might teach the
Chinese people something wrong. My parents told me
not to worry and that U'll be fine, yet nothing seemed
to calm me down.

Once | got to Long Chang | was really
surprised. | was going to be teaching my own class
how, instead of helping my dad, because there was a
shortage in teachers. When | heard this | started
getting really nervous, there was no way | could
prepare for the lessons that | was supposed to teach.
So | prayed to God that he would calm my heart and
remembered the advice that one of my classmates
gave me “You worry too much. Just remember, God
is in control.”

| realized that God answered my prayers
when | got to the school. | was going to be teaching
teenage girls that were at most two years older than
me. This small age difference comforted me and |
quickly became friends with them. In class, | felt like
| was chatting with them instead of teaching them.
And from the first day to the very last day, | could
feel God’s hand leading me through everything that |
did.

| was assigned to class C, which was made
up of 35 girls, and there was a morning and an
evehing session every day. They were all very
friendly and very open people. On the first day of
class, my mom and | asked the girls to introduce
themselves and to tell us about their school. Almost
every one of them talked about how their breakfast
and lunch breaks were 6 hours apart, with no snack

Carey Feng

time. My mom and | took notice of that and brought
them shacks for the evening session. As | was
passing out the shacks, an idea suddenly came to my
mom. She clapped her hands and said, “Please don’t
eat yet. Carey and | are Christians, so please pray
with us before we eat.” All of the classmates agreed
and we prayed with them for the first time that day.

On the second day, my mom and | woke up
early to buy them bread and jelly sticks from a
nearby grocery store. They were very happy to
receive the food, and to my amazement as | was
passing the food around, | heard the girls whispering
to each other “don’t open that yet! We still have to
pray!” So we prayed for our food for a second time
and then | began to incorporate that day’s lesson
(American Holidays) with Christianity. | told them the
story of Christmas and Easter. | also talked about
Jesus’ gift of everlasting life to us. It was a surprise
to me to find out that most of them actually knew
the story of Jesus’ birth, but they didn’t know that
He died for us. When [ finished the story of Jesus
dying for us, | asked, “Do you know why he died for
us?” They all replied, “l don’t know.” So | told them,
“Because He loves us and wants to save us.” And
then my mom added, “We love you too!” and they
replied in unison, “We love you!” From that moment
on | began to develop close friendships with the girls
in my class.

Little by little | shared Christianity with
them from that day on. On the last day | changed
classes and went to teach class F and D. Class F and
D was really hard to teach because they almost knew
no English and my Chinese wasn’t that good either. |
was having a really hard time with class F but God led
me through my troubles again. | suddenly had the
idea of playing the alphabet game with class F and it
worked out really welll Soon the students were
laughing and having fun while learning English. Class
D was a little different, their English level was a little
bit better than class F’s and they really wanted to
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perform for my mom and me so we watched dancing
and singing from that class.

After | finished teaching class D and F, |
went back to class C. | decided to stay with them
during my break time on the last day to visit their
dorms. They took really good care of me and bought
me a lot of food and gifts. | asked them why they
were doing so much for me and they replied,
“Because we love you.”

That last night we had a class goodbye party.

We danced, sang songs and played a lot of games too.

And most importantly | shared my testimony with
them. They all listened very well to my testimony and
hever hesitated to stop me when they didn’t
understand something. At the end of my testimony,
my mom and | gave each one of them either a
bracelet or a keychain with the colors black, red,
white, green, and gold on it. We told them those
colors represented our sin, Jesus’ blood, becoming
holy, starting a new life, and going to heaven. Many
of the girls asked for more than one bracelet or
keychain to give to their family and friends.

Later my mom asked all the girls, “Do you
want to accept Jesus as your personal savior too?”
All of them said in unison, “Yes.” | was so amazed; |
was watching 35 girls accept Jesus all at once. It
was so awesome to watch God work in people’s lives
right in front of my eyes. So my mom said a prayer
and they repeated after her all the way until Amen.
After the prayer | gave each one of them a hug.
Some of them even promised to go to their local
church from now on!

This trip was an amazing experience for me.
God was leading me step by step; otherwise |
would’ve never been able to do what | did. | saw God
works through me to reach out to those girls and to
save them from their deaths. This trip to China was
definitely the best trip ever. It inspires me to
continue to spread God’s word to those who don’t
know him yet. | still keep in contact with the friends
| made in Long Chang. Even though we might not
meet again until we are all in heaven; I'll never forget
them.
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